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CRIMINAL BACKWARDNESS OF CHRISTIANS TO BECOME SABBATH-SCIIOOL 
TEACHERS. 


Every one, in the little world of his 
own mind, is in active pursuit after 
happiness. The worldly man circum- 
scribes his exertions and views within 
the limits of time; while the Christian, 
overlooking that narrow boundary, 
penetrates by faith into the eternal 
world, and makes every thing in life 
subservient to the establishment and 
increase of his happiness in heaven. 


Although salvation is altogether of 


grace, yet the degrees of happiness in 
glory will be enjoyed by the saints in 
exact accordance with their spiritual 
attainments and labours in this world. 
He who gains ten talents shall have ten 
cities; while he who gains five talents 
shall have but five cities. To labour 
for God, then, froma principle of love 
and gratitude, having an eye at the 
same time to the recompense of reward 
in eternity, presents the most rational 
stimulus to persevering exertion which 
can be held out to an immortal crea- 
ture upon earth; and the great inquiry 
of every one who has the love of God 
shed abroad in his heart should be, 
“ How and where may I so exercise my 
talents in the service of God in time, 
as shall tend most to advance the divine 
glory, and thus to increase my happi- 
ness through eternity?” 

There is no field of exertion to the 
zealous and devout Christian so promis- 
ing as the religious instruction of the 
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young. Whether we consider the 
glory which shall accrue to God in the 
salvation of souls,—the extent of the 
field,—the invaluable fruits likely to 
be produced,—the satisfaction caused 
in the labourer’s own mind here,—or 
the glorious rewards specially promised 
to exertions of this kind hereafter;—in 
all these respects, the labours of the 
private Christian as a Sabbath-school 
teacher, leave every other species of 
exertion at an immeasurable distance. 
Feeding the poor,—clothing the naked, 
—relieving distress,—and every other 
labour of love, which has a respect 
merely to this world, though good and 
praise-worthy in themselves, and duties 
which every Christian, according to 
his ability, will make conscience of per- 
forming,—reach no farther than the 
little moment of time;—whereas bene- 
fits procured for a soul, shoot their 
blessed influence into, and will continue 
to be felt through eternity. The Chris- 
tian, then, who has been made the in- 
strument of saving one soul, has been 
the means of producing more happi- 
ness, than has ever been procured, , 
the relief of mere temporal distress, 
put together, ever since the world be- 
gan. 

To every devout Christian who con 
siders these things attentively, an op- 
portunity in the providence of God to 
engage in the instruction of the young, 
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will be considered a very valuable pri- 
vilege. But if any pious Christian 


labour of love by the consideration of 


| «all the day idle.”—It is a field of ex. 


its being a privilege, he ought likewise to | 


examine whether it be not also his duty. 
The Divine Spirit has, in sovereign 
mercy, made you, my fellow Christian, 
the recipient of his illuminating grace; 
and your Lord has positively enjoined 
you, in return, to make the light thus 
communicated so to shine upon, and for 
the benefit of all within the circle of 
your influence, as shall tend to lead 
them to the knowledge of God, and his 
Son Jesus Christ. But how do you 
obey this plain and positive command 
of your gracious Master’? Your candle 
has been lighted;—but that was the 
work of God himself, and not yours. 
Your light shines;--that also is the 
work of the Spirit. But where, and 
for whom does it shine? For yourself, 
and yourself alone. He has given you 
the light, and has directed you where 
to place, and how to use it; but /his, 





which is your part of the work, is not | 


done. The blackness and darkness of 
ignorance, and error, and sin, reign in 
every neighbourhood, and street, and 
lane, and tenement around you,—some 
corner of which you might enlighten 
and cheer, if you w a The plain 
commandment of your Lord is either 
misunderstood, or explained away, for 
the soothing of your conscience; or it 
is known, but obedience is postponed, 
or perhaps refused, on some inadequate 
pretence. From whatever cause, the 
command of your Lord is not obeyed. 
Your candle is under the bushel, and 
your candlestick is unoccupied. Dark- 
ness reigns around you; but you will 
not pour one ray of light into any of its 
recesses, Like the hands of Moses at 
Rephidim, those of your brethren hang 
down for want of help, while you stand 
by idle, and are allowing the battles of 
the Lord to go backward. Souls are 
a me thick around you, “ drawn” 
y ignorance and sin “ untodeath, and 
ready to be slain,” while vou, with in- 
difference, are saying, ** Behold! we 
knew it not.” But * shall not he that 
pondereth the heart consider it?” 

In this department of usefulness 
there are few, if any, who, when such 
an opportunity occurs, will be able to 
excuse themselves for thus standing 
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| ertion open to every Christian. 
should not be induced toengage inthis | 


Few 
comparatively have the means of re- 
lieving, to any great extent, the poor 
and the needy; but every Christian 
may have an opportunity of communi- 
cating to one child, or to children, the 
knowledge of Christ and the blessings 
of salvation. Silver and gold perhaps 
they have none, and therefore cannot 
bestow them; but such benefits as they 
have let them freely communicate; 
and in this field, above all others, there 
is only wanting the willing mind. The 
common excuse made for declining 
this duty by most people, is generally 
the want of ability. We shall examine 
this excuse, and we hope that it will 
be found to be generally groundless, 
and, in some cases, highly criminal. 
_Itisadmitted to be the duty of parents 
to instruct their own children in the 
knowledge of the gospel, and they are 
solemnly bound to do so, Though in 
this, as in every other line of duty, 
there is a variety of talents required, 
yet even the man who possesses the 
one talent only, is capable of improv- 
ing it for the glory of God and the 
good of souls. He may not be able, 
perhaps, to do much, but he may do 
something;—He may not be able to 
acquire ten talents, but he may im- 
prove one. In short, ‘if the iron 
is blunt, he must put to the more 
strength.” His want of ability, though 
a good reason for greater exertion, can 
never be admitted as an excuse for 
idleness in the instruction of his chil- 
dren. 
But in how many instances is this 


_ excuse of the want of ability to instruct 


_ the young, a mere pretext’ If it arises 


from a real or supposed want of know- 


_ ledge, Christians are highly criminal in 
| remaining one day in such a state, 





when the means of instruction ure 
within their power: and if it arises only 
from a supposed want of ability to 
communicate the knowledge thev pos- 


| sess, it is as much their duty to endea- 


vour to acquire it, which can be done 
only by practice. 

Again, this duty of teaching the 
young is eminently under the superin- 
tendence and direction of the officers 
of the church; and yet persons who 
make this excuse, if otherwise quali- 
fied and willing, would not object, on 
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this account, to become church-officers; ‘| 


and no greater insult could be offered — 


to them, than seriouly to affirm, as an 
objection to their being elected to such 
an office, that they were unable, from 
whatever cause, to instruct their own 
children at home. 

If then Christians are capable of in- 


structing their own children, they are | 


also capable of instructing the children 
of others, if they choose to do so; and 
therefore, let them rest their excuse 
for neglecting this great work upon 
what other ground they please, it can 
never rest with propriety or justice 
upon this supposed want of ability. 
The truth is, that the grand causes of 
inactivity in this interesting field, are 


to be found in indolence and pride. We | 


are speaking at present, not of nominal 
Christians, but of real,—of those who 
are indeed the children of God. And 
yet, strange as it may appear, such are 
too often chargeable, in this instance, 
with these neglects. 

Of the baneful principle of indolence, 
we shall at present say nothing further 


—- 


ness of impropriety, if not of sin, in 
the neglect of the first, who yet can- 
not summon up sufficient courage to 
commence prayer before his family, 
servants, or companions. The same 


_is the case with many in regard to a 


Sabbath-school. They are afraid of 
making a stop,—running out of mat- 
ter,—and above all, they are terrified 
at the thought of extemporary prayer. 
The Christian will not trust God in 


| this instance for words; and his faith 


has not yet attained such strength as 
_to make him willing to “become a 


fool for Christ’s sake.” Thus is the 
stumbling block of pride permitted 


| from year to year to obstruct his use- 


fulness, without one effectual effort 
being made for its removal. He is 
still found lingering on the side of Jor- 
dan; longing for the opposite bank, 


but afraid to venture the passage; 
| though he is assured by Scripture, and 
| the experience of others, that the very 


effort is success; and that when, like 


| the priests of old, he shall but dip his 


than this, that if Christians were but | 


alive to their own privileges, and had a 
proper and abiding sense of their obli- 
gations to God, and the value of souls, 
they would not thus “stand all the day 
idle.” The time is at hand when 
their conduct will cause a pang; and 
the additional happiness and glory 


foot in the waters, they will instantly 
recede, and allow him to pass over 


| with ease and in safety. ® 


which they thus lose, will be a loss | 


acknowledged, felt, and lamented on 
the brink of eternity. 

But the latent workings of existing 
pride in the Christian’s mind, which 


too often shut the door of usefulness, | 


and prevent him from going forth to 


labour in this important field, is a more | 


common evil than any other. ‘This is 
not only a deep stain in his character, 
but will also prove a rankling thorn in 
his side; and while this propensity is 


A WORD OF WARNING, AND MATTERS 
FOR THE CONSIDERATION OF CHRIS- 
TIAN PARENTS. 


It is a settled principle, that every 
Christian parent should see that his 
children are really and effectually in- 
structed in the doctrines of the gospel. 
The principle itself is never disputed; 
but the manner of putting it in prac- 
tice is exceedingly various in different 
individuals, Some there are who look 


' upon this duty in all its magnitude; 


indulged, it will depress, if not wither || 


and destroy, many of the seedlings of 


grace implanted in the heart by the | 


Spirit of God, which would otherwise 
“bud and blossom as the rose.” 

This principle of pride exhibits it- 
self in a variety of forms in the Chris- 
tian’s conduct, but it is perhaps most 
observable in the neglect of family 
worship, and in the fear of exposure 
in a Sabbath-school. Many a Chris- 


tian secretly pines under the conscious- | 


and who, feeling the extent of their 
own responsibility, set themselves di 
ligently and conscientiously to perform 
it; while others are to be found, claim- 
ing to themselves the name of Chris- 
tians, and to whom we dare not refuse 
the appellation, who seem, however, 


_ desirous only of silencing their con- 


science, and of evading the spirit of 
their duty by substituting in its place an 


empty form. After a listless, lifeless, 
 unmeaning routine of reading or cate- 


chising, they look calmly upon the ig- 
norance, or perhaps the wickedness of 
their children, and say, “ What more 
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can we do’”’ ‘To each of these class- 


es we would offer a few words for | 


their consideration. 


lst, Those parents who give themselves | 


little trouble, and who feel careless and 


indifferent about the religious instruc- | 


tion of their children, would do well 


to consider whose their children are, | 


and what they are. 


Your children are God’s, and have | 


not been given you as mere toys and 
playthings for your amusement, while 
you are spared with each other. They 
are the property of your Master in 
heaven. They are part of the lambs 
of Christ’s fold, committed to your 
care, as their under shepherd, to be 
led out by “the footsteps of the flock;’’ 
to be carefully warned against, and 


preserved from, the temptations of 


the devil, the world, and the flesh; 
and, by your intrumentality, under 
the blessing of God, introduced and 
secured within the green pastures, 
and led beside the still waters of his 
everlasting kingdom. 

If they at last come short of this, 
you will not be blameless. God has 


given parents repeated premises of 
success in the faithful discharge of 


their duties, and he will be faithful 
and true to them all. 
success, therefore, is not to be attribut- 


ed to God, but must rest altogether | 
Sin, | 


betwixt your child end yourself. 
and folly, and hatred to God, are no 


doubt bound up in the heart of your | 
child; but prayer, correction, instruc- | 
tion, and example, are the means ap- 


pointed for their eradication, or sup- 
pression; and when faithfully and 
prayerfully used and persevered in, 
they must be successful. Examine then 


in what manner these have been used | 


by you for the good of your child; and 
if you have failed, and one of the lambs 
of Christ’s flock shall be lost by your 
carelessness, be assured he will call 
you to an account for your conduct. 
But parents who are thus careless 
about the religious instruction of their 
children, ought not only to consider 
whose their children are, but also what 
they are. They are not, as we sail 
before, ingenious temporary toys,— 
things of a day,—mere delicate me- 
chanical organs of flesh and blood,— 
which, when fed, and clothed, and 
preserved in order, by you, their pa- 
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rents, have had all done for them 
which they require. O no!—God has 
in them committed to you something 
more than that mere fleshly intelligent 
tabernacle, upon which all your care 
seems to be expended. That body is 
but the case,—the casket,—the shell, 
which incloses your child. It is but 
the mere servant, the organ of com- 
munication, by which its immortal re- 
sidence within holds converse with 
the world without. It is but the tem- 
porary frame-work, which, with all 
your care and pains, must in a short 
time full to pieces, and moulder in the 
dust; while the immortal inhabitant, — 
the soul,—your child,—shall remain 
untouched, and arise with renewed 
vigour from amidst the wreck of the 
body. It shall live forever. The care 
which you have bestowed upon it, 
shall extend its influences into eterni- 
ty; while all that has been lavished 
upon the body, shall be buried for ever 
In its grave. 

The salvation of the soul of your 
child, then, is infinitely more deserv- 
ing of your regard, than the mere con- 
cerns of the body; and every thing 


| which can stir you up to, or assist you 


in, attaining that object, ought to be 
hailed as a blessing of no ordinary im- 
portance. A Sabbath-school is perhaps 
the best thing yet found for these pur- 
poses. ‘To you it will prove an excel- 
lent auxiliary, though it ought never 
to be used as an excuse for your negli- 
gence. To your child it will be of 
incalculable value. Ignorance of his 
present guilt and danger, prevents 
him from appreciating the exertions 


_ which are being used for his benefit; 


but if, by means of the instructions, 
and prayers, and exhortations thus en- 


_ joyed, the soul of your child shall be 


plucked as a brand from the fire, the 
instruments, or the place, or the means 
by which God has been pleased to ac- 


_complish it, will at last be matter of 
| comparatively little moment. Strangers 


are thus, however, supplying your lack 
of duty; and this should excite you to 
take your part with them in your own 
work. Hail their endeavours for the 
good of your child; and while you con- 
tinue to take the benefit of them, 
consider them only as a help,—a 
strengthening of your hands,—an aux- 
iliary to your own exertions; never 
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considering the help of another as an 
encroachment on your prerogative as a 

arent, but rejoicing in every mean 
” which this most important part of 
a parent’s duty may be progressively 
carried forward, and successfully ac- 
complished. 

2d, To Parents who know the im- 
portance of religious instruction,—who, 
in some measure, feel the weight of 
their responsibility as the guardians of 
their children’s souls, and who are 
conscientiously endeavouring to do 
their duty according to the ability 
which God has given them, we would, 
with great deference and sympathy, 
simply lay before them a few thoughts 
for their serious consideration. 

The question has often been put, 
“Should pious and conscientious pa- 
rents avail themselves of the privileges 
of a Sabbath-school’? Should they, 
when opportunity occurs, send their 
children to them as scholars?” The 
question is of importance, and we 
shall endeavour to examine it. 

In deciding any question of prac- 
tical importance, we should endeavour 
to lay it before the mind in its simplest 
form, and to judge of it without being 
swayed by the opinions of others, or 
any pre-conceived notions of our own. 
These opinions may, indeed, after- 
wards lead us to modify our conduct 
in acling upon our judgment, but they 
should never be allowed to interfere 
with the forming of it. 

The above question, then, might 
perhaps be put to a Christian parent 
im another form, thus: “ Will your 
children, in addition to the instruc- 
tions, and religious exercises in which 
they engage with you on the Sabbath- 
day, be farther benefited by the instruc- 


tions and exercises of the Sabbath- 
schoo]?”” 


The answer must, in every | 














particular case, decide the question to | 


that parent, whether he ought to avail 
himself of the privileges or not. 

This is a matter, therefore, which 
every parent must examine and decide 
for himself; and the following remarks 
are merely thrown out for his consi- 


deration, to assist him in coming to a 
decision. 

1st, A parent must consider, whe- 
ther his availing himself of the privi- 
leges of a Sabbath-school, will not 
tend to weaken his own hands, or 


' 








tempt him to remit his own exertions 
for the spiritual improvement of his 
children. He must never forget, that 
his duty remains unaltered, and his 
responsibility is the same, whether, in 
this important work, he shall, or shall 
not, avail himself of the assistance of 
others. His own spiritual improve- 
ment is involved in the regular re- 
ligious communications which he has 
with his children, which makes a de- 
cided difference betwixt this, and the 
ordinary branches of education. But 
even in them, though a parent takes 
the assistance of a teacher in training 
his children to read, &c. yet his duty 
is not performed, till he see the art 
acquired, and, if necessary, assist in 
accomplishing it,—though he himself 
requires no help of the kind. But in 
the exercises for eternity, he is as 
much a scholar as his children; and it 
would be a very unfavourable trait in 
his Christian character, were he to 
suppose, that in this respect he had 
no more to learn. If, then, a Sabbath- 
school is likely to produce such a 
baneful effect, though it would be 
better for the child, yet it might be 
much worse for the parent; who, if he 
avail himself of the privilege, ought 


| to be constantly on his guard against 


any deficiency in his own diligence. 
2d, In judging of the propriety of 


| participating in the privileges of a 


Sabbath-school for his children, let 


| the pious parent consider himself as a 


member of Christ’s church, and in- 
quire, what line of conduct and ex- 


_ ample in him, will most edify and bene- 


| fit his brethren in general. 


He should 
consider whether his taking this help 


| for himself, will not encourage others 


to be remiss in their parental duties; 


| or whether his children may not fill a 


place in the school, which might be 


_ occupied by others who require it 


more. On the other hand, you who 
are a pious and conscientious parent, 
should consider, whether your keep- 
ing your children from the school, be- 
cause they are instructed at home, ma 

not tempt others to keep back thar 
children also, on purpose to conceal 
from others their neglect of this duty, 
which they have not performed, and 
do not intend to perform. And again, 
consider whether your example in 
sending your children, may not induce 
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and encourage many to do the same, 
whose children would otherwise have 
no means of instruction. And lastly, 
whether the attendance of your chil- 
dren, who are better instructed than 
many of the others, will not be an 
example to their fellow scholars, an 
encouragement to their teacher, and a 
credit to the school. 
3d, Let a parent, in balancing be- 
twixt the probable good and bad effects 
of a Sabbath-school for his children, 
beware of giving too great a prepon- 
derance to mere temporal matters, whe- 
ther these temporalities arise from fa- 
mily or personal convenience, or the 
more dangerous effects of deference 
to the opinions of the world as to what 
is called “respectability.” Let him 
be on his guard against too degrading 
an opinion of other people’s children, 
and too fashionable an opinion of his 
own. Distinctions of rank before God 
must be lost; and he must judge cau- 
tiously as to the propriety, or the im- 
propriety, of allowing his children to sit 
or associate with those who have not 
enjoyed the same advantages as his 
own. ‘These things ought to be con- 
sidered; but they ought always to be 
contemplated candidly, and in the 
light of eternity. Leta parent consider 
how these matters will appear to him 
and his child in the judgment; and 
whether the spiritual good, which may 
thus be received at the school, will 
not at that day outweigh all the tem- 
poral evils; and let him act accord- 
ingly. 
4th, Let the pious parent in decid- 
ing this question, consider, not only 
what is likely to be the future fruit 
produced in the children, but what is 
their present duty in regard to Sab- 
bath-school exercises. This is a part 
of the question which should enter 
deeply into a parent’s consideration, 
before deciding upon his duty in it. 
Let him consider whether family re- 
ligion would in any case form a good 
excuse for the neglect of public wor- 
ship? Whether attendance on public 
worship is not the duty of his children, 
as well as of himself? And whether 
the public exercises of the Sabbath- 
school, are not the best species of pub- 
lie worship for children? Let him con- 
sider what kind of worship God re- 
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quires from all his intelligent creatures, | 
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children as well as adults; and, whether 
the mere presence of the child at 
church, without interest, without a ca- 
pacity of comprehending the instruc- 
tions of the minister, or of engaging 
in the spiritual exercises of the con- 
=" partakes of spiritual wor- 
ship? 

Without superseding, but in addi- 
tion to this attendance of his child with 
himself in the House of God, let him 
consider, whether his child may not 
in the simple services of the Sabbath- 
school, which are so well suited te his 
tender capacity, be more likely in this 
congregation of his fellows, to render 
his public spiritual service to his Fa- 
ther in heaven? And whether such 
exercises may not form an excellent, 
and important, nay, almost a neces- 
sary, introduction to the more solid 


_and spiritual exercises of Christ’s mi- 


nistering servants in public. 

These matters we leave for the spe- 
cial consideration and determination 
of every parent. Let him seek direc- 
tion from God, and be cautious in his 
decision; judging of this subject in the 
same way in which wise men judge of 
their worldly matters,—‘“‘ not as they 
might be, but as they really are.” * 





| TO THB AUXILIARIES OF THE AMERICAN 


SUNDAY SCHOOL-UNION. 


It is of the greatest importance that 
the reports of the Auxiliary Societies 
should be received by the Parent So- 


_ ciety as early as the 15th of April next, 
or even sooner, if their anniversaries 


should be held before that time. The 
proper officers of auxiliaries will please 
prepare the Annual Reports of their 
Societies in such a manner as to em- 


_ brace answers to all the following ques- 
| tions, which are applicable to their 
| societies or schools, mentioning par- 
_ ticularly any interesting cases of con- 


version of teachers or scholars, and 
transmit it to the Corresponding Se- 
cretary of the American Sunday-School 
Union, in time to reach him on, or be- 
fore, the 15th of April, 1829; in order 
to ensure its being noticed in the An- 
nual Report of the Parent Society. 


N. B. It is requested that the answers 
may be written in a fair and very legi- 
ble manner, and with good ink. 














pNP EEL AEE ES 





1829. 


To the Auxiliaries of the American S. S. Union. S9 











1. Give the name of your socicty, | 
or school. 

2. In what town, county, and state | 
is the society or school? 

3. Where does the secretary reside’ 
Mention the town, county and state. 

4. What is the nearest post-office’ 

5. If the society has more than one | 
school, how many? 

6. How many male teachers are | 
there? | 

7. How many female teachers are | 
there! 

8. How many male scholars are | 
there? 

9. How many female scholars are 
there? 

10. How many male and female | 
scholars usually attend? 

11. What hours during Sunday is 
the school held? 

12. Is there any probability of the 
school or society being increased! By 
what means and to what number’ 

13. How many scholars are reading 
in the Bible or Testament? 

14. How many scholars are learning 
the Spelling Book? 

15 How many scholars are learning 
the Alphabet? 

16. What is the number of teachers, 


who after their connexion with the | 
school, have made a public profession | 


of religion during the last year? 
17. What is the number of scholars, 











who, since their connexion with the | 


school, have made a public profession 
of religion during the last year? 


18. Have you Libraries attached to 
your schools? If you have, how many 
volumes. 


19. Is the Sabbath-school Concert | 


of Prayer observed by your teachers 


onthe Second Monday evening of every | 


month? and if so, will you take up a 
collection for the Sunday-school Mis- 
sionary fund? 


20. Will not the friends of Sunday- 
schools in your church contribute 
thirty dollars to constitute your minis- 
ter a member of the Union for life, (if 
not already done?) 


21. Could the Sunday-school cause 
probably be promoted by the labours 
of a Sunday-school Missionary in your 
town or vicinity, could you aid in the 
support of one if sent, or can you re- 








commend to us a suitable person who 





would engage in this service, if ap- 
pointed’ 

22. Are the ministers engaged in 
promoting the schools? 

23. How many times has your school 
been visited by your minister dunng 
the past year? : 

24. Have you taken any steps to in- 
terest ministers in your vicinity to pro- 
mote Sunday-schools’ 

25. Are there any other Sunday- 
schools in your neighbourhood, or so- 
cieties, or Sunday-school associations 
formed for their support and exten- 
sion’ If so, state their names, the 
places in which they are situated, and 
their nearest post towns; together with 
the name and address of their presi- 
dent or secretary; also, the number of 
scholars. 

26. Is it probable that any other 
Sunday-schools, even of the smallest 
description, could be established in 
your neighbourhood? If so, state the 
means which you think would be best 
calculated to establish them. 

27. Is your school discontinued du- 
ring any part of the year? If so, has 
any provision been made by your com- 
mittee, or teachers, to bring the scho- 
lars together, on Sundays, in their own, 
or in neighbours’ houses? 

28 Could you not promote the cir- 
culation of the “Sunday-school Teach- 
ers’ Magazine,” published by the 
American Sunday-School Union, at 
$1,50 a year’ 

29. Could you not promote the cir- 
culation of the ‘* Youth’s Friend,” a 
monthly Magazine for children, pub- 
lished by the Union at 25 cents a year? 

30. If there is no Sunday-school 
Union in your county, can you adopt 
any measures to organize onc? 

31. Are there any causes impeding 
the progress of Sunday-school instruc- 
tion in your neighbourhood? If so, of 
what nature are they, and what means 
may be used to remove or diminish 
them? 

32. What effect has your school 
produced upon the habits and conduct 
of your scholars, their families, or 
neighbours’ 

33. Can your society pay its surplus 
funds to the American Sunday-School 
Union? Or, can you procure life or 
annual subscribers to its funds? 

OP The payment of thirty dollars 
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at one time, or three dollars, annually, 


constitutes a person a member of the 
American Sunday-School Union, and 
they are entitled tothe Magazine with- 
out charge, and to purchase books at 
the reduced prices for their own use 
or to give away. 

C7 State by what conveyance the 
Annual Reports of the American Sun- 
day-School Union may be forwarded 
to your society. 

Note. Please sign your name at the 
end of the report. 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 


Under this head describe the state 
of your neighbourhood with respect 
to education generally; state also tlre 
method of teaching in your school, or 
schools—and of any particular mode 
of keeping your Receiving, Minute 
and other Books—mode of rewarding 
scholars—remarkable providences con- 
cerning teachers, scholars, or parents 
—<death of teachers or scholars—their 
evidences of piety—instances of con- 
version; with any other observations 
you may deem useful and interesting. 

N. B. We wish special attention to 
the 16th, 17th and 18th Questions. 


MAINE SABBATH-SCHOOL UNION, 


This Association held its annual 
meeting in Portland, on the evening 
of the 14th inst. during the sessions of 
the Cumberland-Conference. The 
Report of the Managers exhibited a 
considerable increase to the number of 
auxiliaries, and to the number of Sab- 
bath scholars in Maine. But the most 
important fact related, was the hopeful 
conversion of more than 180 scholars 
and teachers connected with this Union 
during the last year. Addresses were 
made by the Rev. Mr. Thresher, of 
the Baptist church, (who avowed his 
hearty friendship, and that of his de- 
nomination, to this Union and to the 
American S$. S. Union;) Mr. Tenney, 
Master of the English High School; 
the Rev. Dr. Tyler; J. D. Kinsman, 
Esq.; Mr. A Bullard, delegate to the 
meeting from the Massachusetts S. S. 
Union; D. Pike, Esq.; Rev. Mr. Peck- 
ham; Rev. S. Thurston; and Rev. A. 
Mead. Among the resolutions passed 
was one, authorizing the Managers to 
employ a General Agent the ensuing 








year. Mr. Pike said, that 40,000 more 
children in the state should be brought 
into S. schools, and at least 100,000 
adults. Mr. Bullard dwelt on the 
moral and religious influence of this 
kind of instruction. In a revival of re- 
ligion ina town in New York, which 
numbered in its fruits one hundred 
subjects, ninety-eight belonged to the 
S. school. Of a revival in a small 
parish in Massachusetts, sixty-five sub- 
jects were members of a Sabbath- 
school. Many instances were related 
in which revivals commenced in the 
S. school. One instance was mention- 
ed by Mr. B. ofa minister, whose name 
and residence were stated, establishing 
a Bible Class, all of whose members 
were hopefully converted. Mr. B. 
presented an array of facts, of various 
classes, exhibiting some of the count- 
less variety of ways, in which S. schools 
exert a happy moral and religious in- 
fluence—which, if we could repeat, 
would more than fill our columns. 
This he did with a magical rapidity, 
and yet with a distinctness, which must 
have left a burning impression in every 


heart.—Hec. &% Tel. & Ch. Mir. 


For the American Sunday-School Magarine. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS SHOULD NOT 
BE STUPID! 

As Sunday-school teachers have op- 
portunities to diffuse divine truth—to 
guide young immortals to Christ—to 
aid fellow labourers in their march to 
heaven, and to shed a moral influence 
over the families to which their pupils 
belong,—we should think they could 
seldom be stupid. But let facts bear 
testimony. 

Hundreds of teachers can be found, 
whose feelings are not enlisted in this 
work. They go to their schools with 
far less concern than they would go to 
their secular business. They hear the 
lessons of their scholars as if it were a 
task, or suffer them to be run over 
with haste and confusion. At the 
close of the recitation, they are seen 
strolling among the other classes, con- 
versing with other teachers, and are 
unmindful of the charge with which 
they are entrusted. Were their hearts 
to be as little engaged in their tempo- 
ral affairs, as they are in the work of 
religious instruction, they would soon 
expect to be reduced to indigence. 
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Seldom do they make tender and so- || 
lemn appeals to the consciences of | 


their little flock. When they intro- | 


duce serious subjects, they do it with- 


' 


out fervour, solicitude, or meaning. Do | 


they pray for the immediate conver- 
sion of their pupils’—They have still no 
expectation that they will be soon con- 
verted. They do not feel that anxiety 
for the salvation of their pupils which 
prompts them to visit them from time 
to time, for the purpose of prayer and 
Christian advice. During the week 
they do not prepare themselves to 
give instruction on the lesson. On 
the Sabbath, they have no illustrations, 
anecdotes, or familiar scenes to give 
new interest to the recitation. In 
short, their whole deportment indicates 
apathy. 

If they realized that there is a God, 
a Mediator, a heaven, a hell, and a day 
of judgment—how different would be 
their feelings! 

In the first place, let such teachers 
mourn over the opportunities for doing 
good which they have so sinfully neg- 
lected. 


—— oo 





---- aes 


Over these Sabbaths of un- ' 


faithfulness, which are “numbered | 
with the years before the flood,” let | 


the tear of contrition fall. They have 
gone to bear testimony against you. 
The barren souls of your pupils—their 
indifference to spiritual things—that 
destruction to which they are tending— 
your refusal to pray in faith for them, 
and to give them friendly warnings, 
should open in your bosom new sour- 
ces of grief. You should mourn over 
your seasons of neglect, because they 
can never be recalled. Those scasons 
when you might have prepared your- 
selves to give instruction on the lesson 
—those hours when your little flock 
were before you, just greeted you, 
and then left you without hearing your 
warning voice, no more to return. You 
should mourn too, because your con- 
duct has been contrary to the spirit of 
the gospel. Your divine master prayed, 
wept, instructed, toiled, and died for 
sinners. He has required you “to work 
while it is called to-day, to be up and 
doing, to be diligent in business, fer- 
vent in spirit, and to do whatsoever your 
hand findeth to do with your might.” 
But his example and his holy precepts 
you have disregarded. You should 
also mourn because you have done 


Vor. VI.—6 


-- 














little or no good to your fellow la- 
bourers. The time has been when 
you might have mingled your feelings 
with theirs, and loved them as breth- 
ren; when you might have formed 
combinations with them for the exten- 
sion of that cause in which you profess 
to be engaged: but you have been 
clogs to their zeal, and barriers in their 
noble enterprises. Is it not then high 
time to lament and grieve? Unless 
you mourn over these neglected op- 
portunities, and have anguish of spirit, 
you have reason to fear that you will 
still pervert the design of Sunday- 
school instruction—that you will mur- 
der the souls of your pupils, and will 
greatly swell the amount of your guilt. 

2d. Let such teachers set apart a 
season of fasting, humiliation, and 
prayer. Holy men who have been 
conscious of the neglect of duty, have 
found seasons of this nature to be highly 
salutary and conducive to their amend- 
ment of life. Brainerd, Wesley, Whit- 
field, Baxter, and devoted missionaries, 
allude to such days as the brightest 
eras in their history. In two of our 
largest cities, I have known the teach- 
ers of several schools, in view of their 
own criminal apathy and the stupidity 
of their pupils, spend a day together 
in humiliation, confession, in renewing 
their vows, and in soliciting the de- 
scent of pivinge tNFLturKces. There- 
sult was, that their own hearts were 
broken, spiritual joy was restored, 
and a revival of religion quickly pre- 


_ vailed throughout their schools. 


This practice is therefore recom- 
mended to all teachers whose piety is 
languishing, and whose schools are 
not visited by the operations of the 


_ Holy Spirit. 


| truth. 





3d. You should not be stupid be- 
cause Satan is making great efforts to 
counteract the prevalence of divine 
He realizes the import of our 
Lord’s exhortation to the traitor— 
‘* What thou doest, do quickly.” He 
sees that the end of his career is at 
hand. Hence he rallies all his emis- 
saries to diffuse error, to create preju- 
dices against the Sunday-school Institu- 
tion, or he keepsthe minds of unfaithful 
teachers in a state of lukewarmness. 
Never did he work with greater indus- 


_ try and art to prevent the seeds of truth 


“taking root’ in the souls of children. 





42 


— 


Slate of Education in the City of New York. 


February, 








He glories when he finds the teachers 
and pupils of a school, sitting in apathy 
beneath a veil of moral darkness. 

** Wo to the inhabitants of the earth 
and the sea! for the devil is come 


because he knoweth that he hath but 
a short time.” 


i 
' 
i 
} 
| 


' 


——_—_—~_. 





| 
: 


\ 
down unto you, having great wrath, | 


schools multiply, and knows that they | 


are to be a prominent instrument in 
filling the earth *‘ with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lord, as the waters 


give the schools such a character, can- 
not be doubted. But those who are 
stupid will not do these things, unless 
they be aroused. The first thing then 
for you to do, is to start from your 
stupor. ‘*What meanest thou, O 


| sleeper?” 
As he sees Sunday- | 


5th. You should awake because your 
present opportunities for usefulness 


| will soon be gone. Every fading flower, 
_ and every passing S:.bbath, are to you 
preachers of righteousness, urging 


cover the sea’’—he makes vigorous en- | 


deavours to sow discord, stupidity, and 
unbelief among teachers. Sunday- 
school teachers then, have no time to 
be stupid. 


Vigilant and equipped, | 


they should stand at their posts, keep | 
off the strides of the great enemy, and | 


be ready to carry destruction into his 
camp. If they sleep now, he may 


soon hold some of their pupils with the | 
grasp of death, and may begin the | 
shout of victory. Awake, O teachers! | 


awake, in such an eventful conflict! 
4th. If you remain stupid, you will 


not aid in giving that elevated charac- | 
ter to Sunday-school operations which | 


ought to be given. Sunday-schools 


are yet in an incipient, if not chaotie | 


state; and much piety, zeal, and study 
on the part of teachers, are necessary 
to give a right character to the system. 
In these duties God has called you to 
take a part. 
fellow labourers to say that, by the di- 


It is for you, and your 


vine blessing, hosts of young pilgrims | 


shall be raised up in your schools, 
whose enlightened piety and influence 
shall bless thousands of mankind. 
These schools must yet be considered 
as being almost as sacred as the church 


of Christ; the rooms where they are — 


taught, must be as so many Bethels; 
the salvation of each child must be 
sought after with more solicitude, than 
the rescue of a man from the flames 
of a burning house; and revivals of re- 


ligion among the young learners, must | 


be prayed for and expected. 


Each | 


teacher must be prompt, enterprising, | 
and fervent, and be a commentator to | 
his class. He must acquaint them with 


the benevolent operations of the day, | 


_ you to work while it is called /o-day. 
| A few more weeks, months, or years, 





| be idle. 


and you will be removed from your 
classes. ‘*The places which now know 
you, will know you no more for ever.” 
Have you then any time for sloth, or 
for disregarding the immortal desti- 
nation of your pupils? 

Had you an opportunity to secure a 
large amount of wealth, and no pro- 
mise that you could secure it unless it 
were done immediately, you would not 
You have no promise of fu- 
ture seasons to pray for your pupils, 
and to urge upon them the duties of 
the gospel. Did you realize this as 
you ought, you would feel at the next 
meeting of your pupils, as if you were 
dealing with life and death. You 


| would address them with importunity, 
_ tears, and a bleeding heart, dnd would 





' 


and be systematic in all his labours of | 


love. 


Were all teachers to do thus, | 


the Sunday-schools of our world would | 
| 
That they ought to do these things to \ lows:—- 


assume a new and religious character. 


| give yourselves avid them no rest, until 


they were ‘born of the spirit,’ and 
made white in the blood of the Lamb. 
A. J. 


STATE OF EDUCATION IN THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK. 


The Journal of Commerce contains 
a statement in relation to this subject, 
from which we make the following 
extract. 


Those indefatigable men, the Sun- 
day-school teachers and their associates 
have recently undertaken the laborious 
enterprise of exploring the whole city, 
with a view to ascertain the state of 
education among us, particularly in re- 
ference to Sunday-schools. At a meet- 
ing on Monday January 19th, complete 
returns were furnished from 10 of the 
14 wards, and partial returns from all 
except the tenth. The result is as fol- 
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It appears, then, that 4643 children 
are willing to attend Sunday-schools 
who are not at present connected with 
those institutions; that 4568 attend no 
day school whatever; and that 355 
white adults and 960 coloured persons 
are unable to read. We doubt that 
these facts, appalling as they are, re- 
veal the full amount of ignorance 
among us, particularly in relation to 
white adults; but they reveal enough, 
to show the necessity of further efforts 
in the cause of school education, and 
the propriety of the petition which is 
now before the Common Council, for 
the attainment of this object. The 
single fact, that during the last year, 
18,945 passengers arrived here from 


foreign countries, a large proportion of 


whom were emigrants, and very many 
of whom will take up a permancnt 
residence among us, affords ample 
proof, that if the city of New-York is 
to maintain a reputation for general 
intelligence and sound morals, in com- 
mon with many other portions of our 
country, it can only be done by per- 
severing efforts to extend the benefits 











of school education to every child who 
will consent to be taught. 


We hope similar measures will be 


adopted to ascertain the state of educa- 
fl P 


tion in all our large cities, where it has 
not been done. Let the facts be known, 
with respect to the condition of our 
common schools, and the proportion of 
children who do and who do not at- 
tend, and then we may have better 
reason to hope for reform. 





COMMON SCHOOLS IN NEW JERSEY. 

A few individuals have been very 
devotedly engaged, the last year, in 
exciting the attention of the citizens 
of New Jersey to the state of common 
Schools. Some of their most popular 
newspapers have sounded the alarm 
to every part of the state, and indeed, 
we have heard of no dnposition. A 
joint committee of both houses of the 
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legislature has reported in favour of 


establishing common schools through- | 


out the state, and extending the ad- 
vantages of early instruction to all 


classes, at the expense of the common- | 


wealth. 


COMMON SCHOOLS IN DELAWARE. 

A fund has been accruing in the 
state of Delaware more than thirty 
years for the support of common 
schools. Its income, with the proceeds 


of marriage and tavern licenses, is thus | 


stated: 

Annual dividend on 2459 
shares of stock in the Far- 
mers’ Bank of the state of 
Delaware, or $121,950, at 5 
per cent. $6,097 50 

Do. do. on 57 shares of stock 
in the Bank of Delaware, 
at $20 per share, 

Do. do. on 32 shares of stock 
in the Bank of the United 
States, st $6 50 per share, 

Proceeds of marriage and tay- 
ern licenses, 


740 00 


208 00 


2,210 00 
$9,225 00 

Beside this, twenty-five thousand 
dollars are invested in Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal stock, which it 
is hoped will soon be productive. 


For the American Sunday-School Magazine. 


VALUE OF A SUNDAY-SCHUOOL LIBRARY 
BOOK. 


A scholar belonging to a Sunday- 
school in Southwark, not long since 
took from the library attached to her 
school, “ The Evangelical Rambler.”* 
From her, the book providentially 
passed into the hands of a lady, who 
had, for some time, been exercised in 
view of her sins, and the righteous 
retribution, which she felt convinced 
they deserved. The reading of this 
excellent book was blessed to her 
soul, and she was led to rejoice in the 
Lamb of God “who taketh away the 
sins of the world.” Asa testimony of 





* This interesting work is on the 
miscellaneous catalogue of the A. S. S. 
Union, and the six volumes are sold 
for $2.00. We recommend them for 
S. S. libraries. 

















February, 
her gratitude to God, who had thus dealt 
bountifully to her, she enclosed to the 
director of the Sabbath-school a dona- 
tion to aid the library, the value of 
which she had thus experienced. T. 


REPORT OF A MISSIUNARY. 


Since I made my last report to the 
committee, I have been engaged, as 
opportunities were afforded me, in vi- 
siting the public schools and other 
schools in the week; in visiting pa- 
rents and sick children; in conversing 
with teachers and others, on subjects 
connected with Sunday-schools; and in 
endeavouring to promote the Sunday- 
school cause. 

I have obtained 29 subscribers to 
the Sunday-school Magazine, four to 
the Youth’s Friend, and have received 
$60 in cash. I would also state, thata 
second-hand piano has been presented 
as a donation to the society, which I 
shall endeavour to dispose of. 

Considering the great want of mis- 
sionary labours, particulary in the su- 
burbs of our city, I have to regret that 
I have been enabled to accomplish so 
little. 

I have established but one new 
school since my last report, which is 
located in Shippen, below Second 
street. 

Until the present number of Sun- 
day-school teachers in this city and 
suberbs, who are engaged in this 
blessed work, feel its importance more 
than they do; and until the ministers of 
the gospel take hold of it with all 
their might, and tell their people the 
fact, that out of the twelve thousand 
communicants belonging to the differ- 
ent churches, only seven hundred are 
engaged as teachers in this glorious 
cause,—very few more schools will be 
organized. A. M. 

Philadelphia, January, 20, 1829. 


OGLETHORPE COUNTY, GA. 


From the Secretary of the Oglethorpe Co. Sun- 
day-School Union to the Corresponding Se 
cretary. 


We now number in our school near 
forty scholars, and four regular teach- 
ers; our average number of pupils Is 
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about twenty-five. We have lost two 
of our scholars by death the past sum- 
mer, and some we expect will leave 
the place at Christmas. On the first 
Sabbath of this month, our two male 
teachers, one a young lawyer, and the 
other a student of law, made a public 
profession of their faith in Jesus, and 
united with us in the Presbyterian 
church in this place, both of whom I 
think will become ministers of the gos- 
pel. We have determined to increase 
our library, and also to purchase a few 


books, as rewards for the younger 
scholars. 





TENNESSER. 
A letter from Mr. R. P. Hays, of 


Nashville, to the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, has the following passage :— 


The difficulty of procuring books in 
the adjoining country, impedes the 
operations of the system almost entire- 
ly. I consented to spare a few of our 
elementary books to organize a school 
or two; since which, a superintendent 
informs me, that twenty-four of the 
members of one of the schools, and 
one teacher, have become hopefully 
pious. 


Another letter from Mr. William 
M‘Combs, at the same place, mentions 
the above interesting fact, and contains 
an order for books to form a Deposi- 
tory at Nashville, for West Tennessee, 
and adds:— 


We rejoice inthe contemplated es- 
tablishment in Cincinnati, as from 
thence we can get our supplies in 
about one-fourth the time we can from 
you. 

‘The cause of Sunday-schools is daily 
gaining ground in this state; applica- 
tions for books are making almost 
weekly to us, and we now feel it our 
imperious duty to furnish the books 
for them. 

We have been expecting the mis- 
sionary you promised me, One ought 
to visit us, for there is much to do here, 
and much can be done. 





THE HAPPY DEATH. 


A correspondent in the state of New 
York writes thus:— 


l.yp1a Kers has ceased to read your 
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ublications—has ceased to be an in- 
fabitant of this world! 

It is a great consolation to me, and 
I trust will give joy to you, that I can 
add, I have the fullest assurance that 
her happy spirit has commenced the 
ceaseless song of redeeming love, in 
the blissful regions above. She was a 
tender, at.ectionate, and beloved wife. 
She had been married little more than 
one year, and left an infant son and an 
affectionate husband to mourn her early 
death. She died October 7th, 1828, 
aged 22 years. She was for many 
years in her native state (Vermont) 
a constant attendant at the Sunday- 
school, as a pupil, and for afew years 
an active teacher in the same. She 
early embraced the religion of Jesus 
Christ, and ever maintained a consist- 
ent profession. She was indeed an 
ornament to the church, and a useful 
member of society. As she lived inthe 
service of her Redeemer, when sick- 
ness brought her low, and death drew 
near, she was not forsaken by him; but 
with calmness and joy she met the gra- 
dual but sure approach of death, as the 
welcome messenger of glad tidings. 
Her Bible was her greatest comfort. 
“Oh,” said she, ‘*it is worth more 
than ten thousand worlds like this, It 
is true, I know that every word is 
true; and God has promised me in that 
word, that he would never forsake me; 
and what he has promised I know that 
he will fulfil, for he is truth and can- 
not lie.”’ 


After mentioning a few other cir- 
cumstances connected with the death of 
this estimable individual, our corre- 
spondent gives us the names of a few 
subscribers for the Youth’s Friend, and 
adds: 

The Sabbath-school has been conti- 
nued the season past, with an average 


of about fifty scholars. Jt will be conti- 
nued through the winter. 





GOOD DONE. 
Extract of a letter from Rev. David Humphrey, 
Rock Mills, Va. to Rev. Dr. Green, 
The Sunday-school cause is rapidly 
advancing in this country. At Provi- 


dence there are more than 150 scho- 
lars, and about 80 at Good Hope, 50 
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at Roberts, New Harmony 100. This 
is now my own charge. All of these 
schools have been blessed of God. I 
think near 50 from these schools the 
present year have become hopefully 
pious. Much good is doing here. 


THE REWARD TRACT. 

We have a letter before us from 
a missionary of the Sunday-School 
Union, in which he gives an interesting 
account of the effects produced in a 
family by a tract, which one of the 
children received at the Sunday-school, 
and carried home, and read to his pa- 
The father and mother become 
hopefully converted, and are now 
much engaged in efforts to make 
known the precious Saviour, whom they 
hope thev have found, to their friends, 
relations, and neighbours. Can we 
need more encouragement? 


rents. 


OHIO, 

Letters from Messrs. Judson and 
Barber, missionaries in Ohio, afford 
the most gratifying evidence that their 
agency in the Sabbath-school cause is 
highly acceptable. They have met 
with almost unparalled success in 
forming Sunday-schools and establish- 
ing libraries, and a strong attachment 
to the object and principles of the 
Sunday-School Union is manifested 
in the whole line of their tour. 
We hope all the people to whom 
they may go on this errand of mercy, 
may promptly avail themselves of their 
knowledge and experience in organ- 
izing societies and schools, and thus 
prepare the way for the Union’s more 
extended plans for the West. 


GOOD EXAMPLE. 


In a Sabbath-school in the interior 
of South Carolina, there are 15 mar- 
ried male, and 10 married female 
scholars; together with 40 of both 








sexes unmarried. The superintendents, 
teachers and scholars, amount to 82. 
The school is situated in a district, very 
thinly settled, and where the oppor- 
tunities of education have not been 
enjoyed—consequently, many have 
grown up and settled in life without 
the knowledge of letters. It is, how- 
ever, much to their praise, that so 
many are willing, though late, to avail 
themselves of the privileges of a Sab- 
bath-school. 


A SCHOOL REVIVED. 
A correspondent gives the following 
account of the re-organization of a 
Sunday-school in Bucks county. 


Some five or six years ago there was 
a Sunday-school society in this town, 
and reported in your last annual as 
auxiliary to the Union, but no return 
received fortwo years. This auxiliary 
had received fifteen Testaments as a 
donation from the Union, which are 
all but one still here, and German 
Testaments and English spelling-books 
sufficient for a small school. For seve- 
ral years there has been no school for 
want of proper management. Yester- 
day, after some preparatory arrange- 
ments, we organized a school, consist- 
ing of eight teachers and fifty-four 
scholars, which is doing pretty well 
for a beginning. Indeed, as far as I 
learn, Sabbath-schools are dreadfully 
neglected in the county of Bucks, but 
I have no fears at all but, that with the 
blessing of God on our prayers and 
efforts, this school will do well. 


We should be much obliged to our 
friends in the country, generally, for 
such articles of intelligence. If those 
who engage in Sunday-schools for a 
short time, and then leave them to 
droop and die, and neglect to announce 
their demise to us, their names still re- 
main on our list as auxiliaries, to the 
injury of the cause. 


THE CHURCH CONFERENCE, 


A little number of the members of 
the church had assembled in the house 
of God, to review their religious expe- 
rience. A man in the midst of life 
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arose and said:—“ Whenever I ex- 
amine the evidence, on which my hope 
that Iam a Christian rests, my thoughts 
recur to a passage in my early history. 
It was the habit of my mother, when 
I retired to bed, to teach me to 
pray, and occasionally to give me reli- 
gious instruction. One evening my 
attention was awakened by my mother’s 
words, and I dwelt upon them in the 
night with great interest. I seemed 
to be able to address my thoughts to 
the Saviour, and to cast myself upon 
his mercy; and as far as 1 can judge, 
my sentiments and feelings were then 
of the same cast as those which now 
enter into my religious character, and 
which I hope are truly christian.” His 
father, an old and respectable member 
of the church, addressed him, and 
said:—** David, do you not remember 
the conversation I held with you in the 
garden, when you was a boy, one 
morning, respecting the interests of 
your soul? I asked you if you ever 
thought of divine and eternal things; 
and you replied with tears”—‘They 
are in my thoughts, father, all the 
time.’ ” The child could not forget the 
evening, when the sweet voice of his 
mother (who long since had fallen 
asleep) persuaded him to trust in the 
Saviour; nor the father, the morning 
when he saw the tears of penitence, as 
he hoped, bedew the cheeks of his 
little son. Some thirty years had 
passed away; and this was the first 
time that the father and the son had 
compared their interesting recollec- 
tions with each other. 

I said to myself, it is not certain my 
instructions and admonitions do not 
impress my children’s hearts, because 
they do not immediately exhibit the 
ripe fruits of piety. Divine truth may 
begin **to take effect,” long before 
any marked and clear indication of its 
influence shall meet a father’s eye. 

When pious parents and pious chil- 
dren meet together in ‘the sweet 
fields” above, and beneath the shadow 
of Messiah’s throne, repeat to each 
other the story of their salvation, with 
what touching recollections will the 
not mutually delight each other! 





REY. LEGH RICHMOND, 
We make the following interesting 
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extracts from the memoir of this ex- 
cellent man, lately published; as af- 
fording abundant evidence, of his zeal 
and activity in the cause of Sabbath- 
schools. In the religious instruction 
of the young, he manifested a deep 
interest, and that his labours were 
crowned with great success, the pre- 
sent volume affords ample testimony. 
Turvey was the parish of which Mr. 
Richmond had been recently appoint- 
ed rector. 


A Sunday-school had been estab- 
lished at Turvey for many years, en- 
endowed by Charles Higgins, Esq., 
who bequeathed £300 in support of 
the charity. John Higgins, Esq., of 
Turvey Abbey, his nephew and suc- 
cessor, has generously paid an interest 
for the bequest, of £20 a year. The 
school, though well attended before, 
has its numbers considerably increas- 
ed, and its regulations greatly improv- 
ed by the new rector. He appointed 
a master, of real piety, justly consi- 
dering that on the principles and char- 
acter of the teacher, the efficiency and 
usefulness of these instructions ma- 
terially depend. Mr. Richmond was 
accustomed to visit the school previ- 
ous to divine service; and, for the 
children’s benefit chiefly, he engaged 
in a third service in the church, on 
the Sunday evening. Here the first 
fruits of his ministry appeared. The 
conversion of two young people, who 
afterwards died in the faith, followed 
his introductory address to children. 
Mr. Richmond, indeed, was peculiar. 
ly successful on these occasions, and 
no part of his labours was attended 
with more striking effects. It is re- 
markable that both at Turvey and at 
Brading, the first memorials of his 


usefulness occurred inthe instance of 
children. 


While on a visit which he after- 
wards paid to Scotland, for benevolent 
purposes, he writes to his wife thus: 

‘* A leading feature in my late trans- 
actions has been derived from visits to 


Sunday and other schools, where, 
after hearing the children examined, I 
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have addressed them. In every in- || 


stance they have made juvenile col- 
lections for the Jewish children. On 
Sunday last I visited a school of two 
hundred children. It was the half 
yearly day for distributing reward 

ooks. The sixty most deserving 
scholars were to receive ‘ the Young 
a as their reward. Three of 
them had already been blessed, some 
time ago, in hearing it read at school. 
I was requested to present each child 
with the tract, as they were succes- 
sively brought up to me, in presence 
of about two hundred grown-up per- 
sons of all ranks. It was a most so- 
lemn and affecting scene. The gen- 
tleman who manages the school, of- 
fered up a most affecting thanksgiving 
for the which had attended the 
distribution of my tracts throughout 
Scotland, and in his school in particu- 
lar, and for the opportunity now af- 
forded of introducing me personally 
to so many children, ‘who had long 
loved me with all their hearts.’ Im- 
mediately all the company and all the 
children sang a thanksgiving hymn. 
Then followed what affected me great- 
ly. The children were drawn up in a 
triple semicircle, in the centre of 
which I stood. Each successful can- 
didate successively stepped forward 
and received from my hand a ‘ Young 
Cottager,’ and from my lips a short 
exhortation and blessing. Not an eye 
was dry, and my own with difficulty 
allowed me to go through the simple 
and interesting ceremony. One girl, 
who was two years since converted by 
God’s blessing on the tract, as she ap- 
proached me, was so affected, that 
she dropped on her knees and burst 
into tears. 

At another female school which I 
visited, there was a class of thirty dear 
little girls, all of five and six years 
old, who underwent the most inter- 
esting examination I ever witnessed. 
A monitor of eight years examined, 
and all the thirty little lambs replied 
at once in simple orderly expressions, 
as if but one had spoken; and thus 
also they repeated hymns, and at last 
united in singing one. They then 
grouped around the chair where I 
stood, and where I addressed about 
one hundred and eighty of all ages. 
The affectionate farewells which I 








have received from numerous classes 
of friends, accompanied by the most 
earnest entreaties that I will repeat 
my visits among them, affect me be- 
yond any thing I have ever witnessed. 

I was unspeakably gratified at New- 
castle, in seeing two little girls, one 
of ten, the other of twelve, the spirit- 
ual fruits of my ‘Young Cottager;’ 
the latter of the two I had not seen 
before. I never before, except in the 
case of ‘Little Jane’ herself, saw so 
clear and so early an instance of de- 
cided grace, and of a truly enlightened 
mind: you would have thought her 
conversation equal to eighteen, at 
least. I apprehend that I have become 
acquainted with about thirty cases of 
decided usefulness in youth, from that 
tract, since I came into the North. 
Oh! what a mercy! In this, * good- 
ness indeed follows me.’ ” 


a ellie 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 


The following letter from Edgefield 
District, South Carolina, describes the 
situation of many other portions of our 
country, in reference to Sabbath- 
schools. When will Christians awake 
to their duty, and let every child be 
taught to read the Bible, and receive 
that instruction which a well organized 
Sabbath-school affords’ 


I was in hopes 1 should be enabled to 
give you some interesting information, 
in relation to the Sunday-schools in 
our District. But I regret to state, 
that so far, they have not succeeded 
so well as the friends of such institu- 
tions could wish. Some of them held 
on for awhile, and then declined; and 
nearly all have been suspended during 
the winter season, for the want of suit- 
able accomodations during the incle- 
ment season. This failure has been 
owing to several causes. It is very 
difficult, in most country places, to 
find persons of the necessary qualifi- 
cations for properly conducting the 
school. Persons of piety and zeal 
may, in some instances, be found, but 
who are destitute of experience and 
skill in the proper management. The 
want of hearty co-operation on the 
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part of parents, has been anotlier H 


cause of failure. They have been, in 
many instances, so lukewarm, as not 
to use the necessary influence with 
their children to induce them to at- 
tend the school regularly. Another 
difficulty has been that some of the 
schools were dependent on our Bible 
Society for the supply of Testaments, 
and through unforeseen casualties, 
our books, though shipped from New 
York six months before, did not arrive 
till October. Some of the schools have, 
however, struggled through ail these 


difficulties, and have been flourishing | 
and highly useful. In one school, from | 


60 to 100 scholars have assembled du- 
ring the past summer, to receive in- 
struction from six or eight teachers, 
who have devoted their time and ta- 
lents with unwearied zeal; and though 
itis now suspended during the winter, 
I hope it will be resumed next spring 
with renewed vigour. 

I have done all I could for the be- 
nefit of these schools, both in organ- 
izing and giving the best instructions 


mode of conducting them; but on ac- 
count of the extent of my bounds and 
labours, could give but very little per- 
sonal attention to any. Iam not, how- 
ever, discouraged from this partial fai- 
lure in our first attempts, from the want 
of experience &c., on the part of those 
who have had the management. My 
belief is, that partial defeat will only 


of the friends of the cause, and put 
them on a better course to ensure suc- 
cess in future. 





THE CONCERT. 


From the Rev. G. Shober, of Salem, N. C., to 
the Corresponding Secretary, dated January 
13, 1829. 

Dear Sir, 


Yesterday, on the second Monday of 
the month, the managers of the Stokes 
ak Sunday-School Union, had 
their first meeting this year, and with 
other subscribers united in prayer— 
rendered thanks to our for the 
evident blessings bestowed upon our 
feeble endeavours to bring the dear 
little ones to him, and we prayed fer- 
vently, with perhaps thousands who 
are engaged with us in the same cause 
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and service, to continue to bless the 
General Union this year in a particular 
manner, so that they may never faint 
in their arduous and heavenly calling, 
—to bless all Sunday-school institu- 


_ tions—to fill every teacher with his 


Holy Spirit, so that their labour of 


| love may be sweetened by inextin- 


guishable love to Jesus and the chil- 
dren,—and that he would in a particu- 
lar manner bless our state and county, 
so that the 100,000 children in the 
state, and the thousands of this county, 
may all participate in Sunday-school 
instruction. 


After giving order for the Maga- 
zine and books, he adds— 


We shall soon (God willing) open 
more schools, and the reward system 
must yet be kept up. The schools have, 
all but two, been kept up during so 
far of the winter, and they are almost 
every Sunday visited and addressed by 
some one of our body. I hope God 


_ will enable us during the summer t 
of which I am capable, as to the best | 7 er to 


visit them often, and to extend the 
sphere of labour. | 


ganvany 29, 1829. 
This day will not soon be forgotten 


_by the Sunday-school Teachers of 
_ Philadelphia. 
serve to increase the zeal and activity | 


This day, set apart, by 
their own unanimous consent, to be 


_ observed by them as a day of fasting, 
_ prayer, and deep humiliation before 


God, witnessed the most solemn acts 
of devotion and self-dedication to the 
cause of Sabbath-schools. 

Before we notice the meeting held 
this evening, we will mention some of 
the circumstances which led to it. At 
the close of the Concert of Prayer in 
December, it was announced that a 
special meeting of the teachers would 
be held on the last Monday evening in 
the year, to be spent in exercises suited 
tothe season. At that meeting, which 
was attended by seven or eight hun- 
dred teachers, the exercises consisted 
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of prayers, singing, and several ad- 
dresses. 
of sentiment among the speakers, but 
one grand object filled every mind, 
** How can the influence and useful- 
ness of Sabbath-schools be increased, 
so as to embrace our entire juvenile 
population?” A committee of six was 
appointed to mature some plan and 
submit it to a subsequent meeting. 

The opinion of many teachers was, 
that ward committees should be ap- 
pointed to visit every house, and pro- 
cure the attendance at the Sunday- 
schools of all the children, and invite 
other persons to become teachers, on 
a plan similar to that which had been 
adopted in a few other places. It 
was thought best, by others, that this 
should be deferred for the present, and 
the idea suggested that many of the 
teachers now engaged were not in- 
terested in their work as they should 
be, and that they must first have some 
searchings into their own motives and 
state in the sight of God as Sunday- 
school teachers, before they should 
make farther efforts to increase the 
number of their scholars; and the 
teachers of a few schools, without fur- 
ther delay, held private meetings for 
humiliation and prayer. 

The committee of six having deli- 
berated fully and prayerfully on the 
state of the schools in the city, called 
a meeting of teachers on the 19th of 
January. At that meeting, after about 
two hours spent in prayer, singing and 
conversation, it was resolved, in the 
most solemn and impressive manner, 
to oLserve a day of fasting, humiliation 
and prayer. The time for these exer- 
cises was to be fixed by the committee, 
and they recommended T'hursday the 
29th of January, which was observed 


in the way mentioned at the head of | 


There was some difference | 
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this article. Most of the teachers 
held meetings in their separate socie- 
ties or associations during the day, and 
in the evening at six o’clock more 
than one thousand teachers repaired to 
the place of general meeting, and it is 
supposed that between two and three 
hundred could not find admittance and 
returned. The meeting was one of 
deep and intense feeling and solemni- 
ty during three hours and a half, and 
all the exercises were peculiarly ap- 
propriate and interesting. Before the 
meeting closed, a solemn covenant, 
embracing those points of duty in 
which teachers have been deficient, 
was read, and as many as were desi- 
rous of taking this vow or covenant 
upon them signified their assent by 
rising. 

The same day the Depository of 
the American Sunday-School Union 
was closed, and the managers spent a 
season of prayer at their rooms in the 
evening. 

In giving our readers this brief ac- 
count of the “ Teachers’ Fast Day,”’ 
we have purposely omitted many of 
the most interesting circumstances con- 
nected with it, hoping, at some future 
and more appropriate period, to give 
a full account of what must be deem- 
ed one of the most solemn transac- 
actions in which the Sunday-school 
teachers of this, or any other place, 
have ever engaged. 


FASTING. 


However light some think of reli- 
gious fasting, it seems it has been prac- 
tised by most nations from the remotest 
antiquity. 

Religious fasting consists, 1. ‘In 
abstinence from every animal indul- 
gence, and from food, as far as health 
and circumstances will admit.—2. In 
the humble confession of our sins to 
God, with contrition or sorrow for 
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them.—3. An earnest deprecation of 
God’s displeasure, and humble suppli- 
cation that he would avert his judg- 
ments.—4. An intercession with God 
for such spiritual and temporal bless- 
ing upon ourselves and others which 
are needful.” It does not appear that 
our Saviour instituted any particular 
fast, but left it optional. Any state 
of calamity and sorrow, however, 
naturally suggest this. The propriety 
of it may appear, 1. From many ex- 
amples recorded in Scripture. —2. By 
plain and undeniable inferences from 
Scripture, Mat. vi. 16.—3. From di- 
vine commands given on some occa- 
sions, though there are no commands 
which prescribe it as a constant duty. 
—4. It may be argued from its utility. 
The end or uses of it are these.—1. A 
natural expression of our sorrow.—2. 
A help to devotional exercises.—3. 
Keeping the body in subjection.—4. 
May be rendered subservient to chari- 
ty. How far and how long a person 
should abstain from food, depends on 
circumstances. The great end to be 
kept in view is, humiliation for, and 
abstinence from sin. Brown. 





RUTH LEE, 


Written for the American Sunday- 
School Union. By the author of Wild 
Flowers. Pp. 198. 18mo. American 
Sunday-School Union, Philadelphia, 
1829. Price 25 cents, one-fourth dis- 
count to members of the Union. 


Divine and moral truth, exhibited 
to the minds of children in a simple, 
but striking and attractive manner, 
must always prove peculiarly accept- 
able. We plead for no showy array 
of the dreams of a high-wrought im- 
agination; no splendid panoply calcu- 
lated to dazzle the eye with its glare, 
and excite the mind to an almost con- 
temptuous feeling for the common and 
every-day occurrences of life, and even 
for religion itself (while professing to 
plead its cause) if appearing in a mean 
or lowly garb. Simple, essential truth, 
needs no such adornment, but in its 
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own proper and graceful form, com- 
mends itself to the heart and the con- 
science of every reader. And those 
who love thus to look upon it, we are 
persuaded will be gratified by a perusal 
of the present unobtrusive little volume. 
And although containing only the 
simple history of a few rude untaught 
inhabitants of a new forest settlement, 
it will we believe win some feelings of 
approval from many hearts. Some 
former juvenile works of the author are 
known tothe public, and we think there 
will be found nothing in Ruth Lee, that 
will at all detract from their good 
opinion of the talents which have been 
so successfully employed in imparting 
instruction to the young. 

The little girl whose name furnishes 
a title to the work, is the daughter of 
an humble wood cutter, and the log 
house which he inhabited, together 
with several others, had been recently 
built, on a small piece of cleared land 
on the side of a mountain. Here, 
and near this spot, and with scarcely 
the smallest and most common means 
of improvement, passed the early days 
of Ruth Lee. 

But we do not intend, by an allusion 
to the simple events set forth, to lessen 
or destroy the interest of any reader; 
but merely to introduce to their notice, 
by ashort extract, two of the principal 
characters, to whom a few scattered 
leaves of an old Bible, providentially 
possessed, were a great though pro- 
hibited treasure; and proved, to at 
least one of the parties, able to ‘* make 
wise unto salvation, through faith in 
Christ Jesus.” 


On the leaf that was attached to 
the picture, was the sixth chapter of 
Daniel; Ruth began it; Reuben listen- 
ed for a few moments, and then start- 
ed up, and followed a yellow butterfly 
that flew past him. Ruth was so de- 
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sirous to know what the picture meant, 
that she read the chapter with close 
attention; but she had to think for 
some time before she felt that she 
could tell Reuben what was in it about 
the picture. At last she called him, 
and as he stood by her listening, she 





said, pointing to Daniel, “This is a | 
good man, who was put into a deep | 


place with the ugly beasts because he 
would pray to God; but God would 
not let them hurt him.” 

Reuben. Not let them hurt him, 
Ruth? 

Ruth. No; 
prayers. 

euben. Said what, Ruth? 

Ruth. Prayers; that means to go 
down on his knees. 

When Ruth said this, Reuben was 
on his knees, leaning over her lap to 
look at the picture; and he said, “I 
an., Ruth.” Ruth felt that there was 
something more to be said to make 
him understand what ‘saying prayers 
meant,’ and after thinking a few mi- 
nutes, she recollected how she had 
been taught to kneel; but all that 
she could remember of what she had 
been taught to say, was ‘Our Father 
who art in heaven,’ and she told Reu- 
ben that. 

Reuben. What heaven, Ruth’ 

Ruth. Up in the sky. 

Reuben. You said God lived there, 
and 1 know our futher is gone to cut 
wood. | 

Ruth. That is Father Richard; but 
God is ‘our Father who art in hea- 
ven,’ and we must say prayers to 
him. 

Reuben. 1 do not, Ruth. 

Ruth. No; but you must if you want 
God to love you, and let nothing hurt 
you, as you know I told you Daniel 
did in the picture. 

Rover’s barking drew the notice of 
Reuben, and he ran through the bush- 
es to look for him. Ruth saw that a 
very dark cloud was rising, and in a 
few minutes she ran down to look if 
the linen was dry, and heard footsteps 
at a distance that she knew to be 
Hester’s {Ruth’s step-mother.] She 
went back as quick as she could, to 
put the leaves away, and did not take 
time to put any stones over them. 
Hester had seen the dark cloud, and 
had hurried to get the linen up and 


because he said his 
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come home before the storm. Ruth 
went to call Reuben, but she could not 
find him. Hester said she would not 
wait, they might follow her. Reuben 
had gone some distance before he 
found Rover, and as Ruth had not seen 
which way he went, she went in a 
wrong direction, so that he did not 
hear her call. She began to feel 
frightened at not finding him, and 
came back to the spring, but he was 
not there; she then went on the op- 
posite side of it, and saw that he had 
clambered up a high pile of rocks 
aftersome mountain raspberries. Rover 
was with him, and Ruth called to him 
to make haste and come down to go 
home. He reached to gather some 
large berries and his foot slipped; he 
would have fallen over the side of the 
rock if Rover had not caught his clothes 
and held him. Ruth got up to him 
as quick as she could, and drew him 
on to a flat part of the rock, and when 
she got him there she felt as if she 
could not move. Reuben did not 
speak for a few moments; Rover stood 
by him and wagged his tail, as if for 
joy that he was safe. A strong wind 
moved the heavy cloud towards the 
mountain, and in a few moments the 
sound of a loud peal of thunder came 
down, and a flash of lightning, which 
struck a tall cedar-tree near the rock, 
and it was rent to the roots. Reuben 
moved closer to Ruth, and whispered, 
“ Will it hurt us’?”? Rover, in terror, 
pushed his head between them. Reu- 
ben’s question brought to Ruth’s re- 
collection the verse she had rea! over 
several times that day, in trying to 
understand what was on the picture. 
It was Daniel’s answer to the question 
of king Darius, when he looked into 
the lion’s den to see if they had torn 
him to pieces. ‘My God hath sent 
his angel, and hath shut the lions’ 
mouths, that they have not hurt me.’ 
Remembering that it was because 
Daniel had prayed, that he was kept 
from harm, Ruth said to Reuben “ Let 
us do what Daniel did, that I told you 
about.” 

She raised herself upon her knees 
and helped Reuben on his, while she 
kept one arm around him, and then 
said, **Our Father who art in hea- 
ven,” she stopped,—but another 
bright flash of lightning and clap of 
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thunder, made her feel what she was 
in need of, and with all her heart in 
the petition, she added, “ Please not 
to let it hurt Reuben and me.” “ Ro- 
ver too,” said Reuben ina whisper. Ruth 
had read the account of Daniel, with a 
faith in its truth, which made her feel 
sure, that in doing as he had done, she 
should be safe from harm; and when her 
prayer was uttered, she watched the 
flashings of the lightning without fear; 
and listened to the less and less loud 
pealings of the thunder, as the cloud 
rolled round the mountain and left a 
clear blue sky over her head. 


THE FALL OF BABYLON; 


Or, the History of the Empire of As- 
syria: Compiled from Rollin, Pri- 
deaux, and other authorities. By the 
author of Pierre and his Family, &c. 
Pp. 216. 18mo. American Sunday- 
School Union, 1829. 


This small compilation of authentic 
history is rich and valuable. A subject 
so intimately connected with prophetic 
inspiration and the dealings of God 
with his ancient people, must be im- 
portant, and we are glad that the ef- 
forts of this charming writer for the 
young, have thrown together a narra- 
tive of important facts, so well arrang- 
ed, in a volume of suitable size, and in 
an attractive and interesting manner. 
From the preface we transcribe the 
following :— 

It will be allowed, we think, that 
the subject which we have selected 
for the instruction of our young readers, 
is one of deep interest. The history 
of Assyria has afforded the rich and 
favourite materials of poetry to bards 
in every age. Its remoteness, its an- 
tiquity, its very obscurities have thrown 
over it a sort of undefinable and mys- 
terious grandeur. The splendour of 
the Assyrian capital,—its luxury, its 
magnificence, its orientalism, its gi- 
gantic extent,—invest it with a pomp 
and majesty, which, while they charm 
the young imagination, prepare it to 


| 








receive the deep and solemn lesson 
which the ultimate fate of this great 
empire inseparably carries in its train. 
Above all, its connexiun with the his- 
tory of the Hebrews,—when ‘the 
Lord in his anger cast down from 
heaven unto the earth the beauty of 
Israel,”—surrounds it with a sacred 
though sombre glory, that at once af- 
fects the heart, and sheds a touchin 
and melancholy light on all the m 
majesty of man. 


SUSANNAH; 
Or, the Three Guardians. Pp. 90. 
18mo. American Sunday-School 


Union, 1829, 


This is a very pleasing little volume, 
from the untiring pen of Mrs. Sher- 
wood. It exemplifies, in a very stri- 
king manner, three different systems 
of education, and the merits of the lat- 
terare well contrasted with the glaring 
defects of the two former. We think 
it will rank among the most popular 
and useful of her works. 





BIBLE ATLas, 

Containing nine Maps, with explana- 
tionsillustrative of Scripture History, 
designed for Bible Classes and Sab- 
bath-schools, with Scripture Questions. 
By Ricaarp C. Monsz, A. M. Ame- 
rican Sunday-School Union, Philad. 


Map of Palestine. Mass. Sunday-School 


Union, Boston. 


The little work first named has had 
an extensive circulation, and has ac- 
quired a just degree of popularity in 
Sunday-schools. No teacher of a Bible 
or Testament Class should be without 
a work so necessary for reference, 
and the elder scholars should, if pos- 
sible, themselves be possessed of the 
atlas. This atlas contains nine maps. 
The first, a map of the world, shows 
its supposed settlement by the sons 
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of Noah, after the deluge—2d, a map | 


of Canaan, adapted to the book of 
Genesis—the 3d shows the journey- 
ings of the children of Israel in the 
wilderness—the 4th is a map of Canaan, 
adapted to the book of Judges—the 
Sth is adapted to the books of Samuel 
—6th, a general map of Canaan—7th, 
map of Jerusalem and places adjacent 
—8th, map of Israel, with reference to 
the Evangelists--and 9th, a map of 
places mentioned in the New Testa- 
ment. 

The questions occupy 16 large and 
closely printed pages of letter-press, 
and form a useful part of the work.* 

The map of Palestine is on a large 
sheet, from Pendleton’s lithographic 
press, drawn in Crayon, and neatly 
coloured and mounted. It is large 
enough for a whole class to examine 
at the same time, and ought to have a 
place in every Sabbath-school room. 
We most cordially recommend it to the 
attention of teachers. 


LITTLE HENRI; 


A German “Tale. Pp. 106, 18mo. 
New York, 1827. Price 50 cents. 


At a period when so many publica- 
tions are sent forth into the world, 
premising to be intended for the mo- 
ral and religious instruction of juvenile 
readers, perhaps it is not surprising 
that many are to be found deficient in 
those essential principles which can 
alone render such works useful. A 
large number of this description have 
sometimes made their way to the 





*We think it worth mentioning, that 
the Union can furnish this work to 
their auxiliaries and booksellers at a 
low price. 


shelves of the Sunday-school library; 
and this fact is not strange, when such 
appear in some of the printed lists of 
books recommended for that purpose. 
Among the latter, we have been con- 
cerned to observe the above mentioned 
title. 

We have before endeayoured to 
awaken the attention of parents and 
| teachers to the necessity of caution in 
| the purchase of juvenile books; and 
| we once more allude to the subject, 
| feeling that it is one of great import- 
‘ance. As some of our readers may not 
have been favoured with a perusal of 
“ Little Henri,” we present them with 
a simple outline of the story. 

Little Henri was the son of a noble- 
man of illustrious birth, who lived in 
a superb castle, surrounded by vast 
forests. His father was called to ‘* the 
war” while his son was yet an infant. 
During his absence, little Henri was 
stolen from his cradle, by a travelling 
gipsy, while the girl who had the care 
of him on the discovery of the loss be- 
came “fierce and wild,” tearing her 
hair, and flinging herself on the floor. 
Meanwhile the “old, ugly gipsy, 
with black hair and pale face, had 
carried away the child.” She travel- 
led with him many miles, until she 
reached a large, frightful cavern, 
among the mountains. This she enter- 
ed by an iron door, of which she had 
the key, and passed through a long, 
dark passage to this retreat of the ban- 
ditti, for such it was. Here dwelt a 
numerous troop of thieves, and here 
they had deposited great booty; magni- 
ficent furniture, clothes, gold, silver, 
and jewels. “These frightful men, 
with menacing faces, and thick beards, 
occupied themselves in drinking, 
smoking, and playing at cards.” In this 
horrible place, where the least ray of 
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light never penetrated, and with no 
companion, except the old gipsy and 
the thieves, the little boy lived, and 
“though he had never known the 
sweets of liberty, he felt all the weight 
of a horrible slavery.” Here he “ve- 
getated almost like an animal, think- 
ing of nothing but eating, drinking 
and sleeping;” never seeing the light 
of day, and learning to speak only 
from the profane thieves, or the old 
woman, whom they left to take care 
of him in their absence, but who sel- 
dom spoke to, or noticed him. 

By some accident Henri made his 
escape, found a hole in the rock, 
“jumped out lightly, and behold our 
hero delivered.”” The child looked 
around with surprise; thought the sun 
was a “big light,” hung in the air; and 
found words to exclaim, “ Where am 
I? what space! what magnificence!” 
With what uncommon facility the 
child expressed his ideas!! ‘** What 
beautiful flowers, how magnificent are 
those yellow, blue, and red colours; 
what delicacy and beauty in these 
leaves!” 

The child finds a home in the hut 
of an old hermit, on the mountain. 
Here he makes many simple inquiries, 
as we should suppose a child would, 
who had lived nearly all his life in a 
dark cavern, with an old gipsy, and a 
band of thieves. 

As a specimen of the religious in- 
struction this little volume conveys, 
we notice the following. The child 
inquired why God did not prevent his 
creatures from suffering sickness and 
other evils? 

‘*My child,” replied the old man, 
‘the Eternal has created us to be 
happy, but it is not in this worldly 
life; this is only given us as a means 
to merit heaven: the unfortunate, by 











patience and submission to the divine 
will; the rich and the happy, by the 
exercise of charity; their riches are 
only given to be shared with their 
suffering brethren; if they refuse to 
succour them, they will have to ren- 
der a severe account.” 

Will the children who may read 
this, be able to remember this dis- 
tinction in the means by which we are 
to merit heaven? But we wish not to 
exhaust the patience of our readers; 
after many remarkable adventures, the 
young Henri is restored to the arms of 
his parents, and the thieves are taken, 
and receive the punishment due to 
their crimes. 

We believe we need not make a 
single comment, or offer a single re- 
mark on the impropriety, to say no 
worse, of placing such a book in the 
hands of children. We trust it will be 
obvious to every reader. 

Where are the pure moral senti- 
ments, (setting religion aside,) incul- 
cated by such spurious publications! 

With regard to that now before us, 
there is however an advantage not 
peculiar to all of the same class. Its 
high price may prevent a very exten- 
sive circulation. It professes to contain 
106 pages; of these 24 are blank, and 
if the same quantity of matter was 
properly disposed of in a suitable type, 
it would make a 54 page 18mo. which 
would be sold by the Union for four 
cents and a half, whereas, the price of 
this trifling book is fifty. cents, as 
marked on the cover, and is sold for 
at least half that sum. 

The reader will think, perhaps, that 
we have dcvoted more space to a 
notice of this book than the occasion 
merits; but when they recollect that 
it has been recommended as suitable 
for Sunday-school libraries, they may 
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conclude with us that we could not 
have said less. We hope to find time 
and room to notice a few more of the 
numerous volumes, the titles of which 
are stamped with the popular recom- 
mendation “suitable for Sabbath- 
school libraries,” but which we bold- 
ly condemn, and we shall not leave 
others unnoticed to which we can 
give our candid recommendation. 





UNION QUESTIONS: 

Being a Compilation from “ Questions 
on the Selected Scripture Lessons,” 
by Albert Judson, Minister of the Gos- 
pel; and from “A new series of Ques- 
tions,” by a Superintendent of a Sab- 
bath-school in New Jersey. Prepared 
by Harvey Fisk, in conjunction 
with the Authors of these respective 
works, and revised by the Committee 
of Publication of the American Sun- 
day-School Union. Vol. [. 1m. 32 
mo. pp. 154. American Sunday- 
School Union, Philadelphia, 1829. 


Those who estimate the value of a 
book by the length of the title, will 
certainly purchase the Union Questions 
at first sight; ‘and although we prefer 
a more brief and simple appellation, 
yet we would not reject a work of 
such intrinsic merit as the one before 
us, because its whole history is told on 
the first page. 

The introduction of that system of 
Sabbath-school instruction which has 
obtained the appellation of “The Select- 
ed Lessons,” formed a new era in their 
history. It has been found so superior, 
in every respect, to the old plan of al- 
lowing or encouraging each child to 
commit as many chapters or verses for 
a lesson as he could, and each scholar 
a different lesson, that the latter is now 
exploded from every well conducted 
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Sunday-school, and all now have the 
same, and that a limited portion of 
Scripture to study, understand, and 
commit to memory. 

Another great improvement which 
the last few years has introduced, is 
the “Questions on the Selected Les- 
sons,” by the use of which both teach- 
ers and scholars (and parents too) are 
greatly assisted in understanding the 
sacred text. Several of these ques- 
tion books have been prepared by dif- 
ferent persons, but none have had a 
circulation so extensive as the one 
composed by the Rev. Mr. Judson, 
more than seventy thousand copies of 
which have been printed. His work, 
however, was prepared in haste, and at 
first only designed for the use of a few 
teachers; and even the later editions, 
after many revisions, were not free 
from errors. We may be allowed to 
remark, by the way, that few persons 
have rendered a greater service to the 
cause of Sabbath-schools, than the 
amiable and pious author of that book. 
A volume of questions, written by “A 
superintendent of a Sabbath-school’’ 
in New Jersey, a work of considerable 
merit, followed Judson’s; and by an 
arrangement, made with the authors 
and proprietors of these respective 
works, the American Sunday-School 
Union have effected a combination of 
both in the work whose title stands at 
the head of this article. 


These two systems of questions upon 
the same lessons, were put into circu- 
Jation; and although each was possessed 
of great merit, the friends of Sunday- 
schools feared that confusion might be 
created in the schools from divided 
Opinions among the teachers. It was 
deemed advisable, therefore, upon the 
transfer of the copy right of the two 
works to the American Sunday-School 
Union, to have them amalgamated in 
such a manner, as should secure and 
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combine the peculiar excellencies of | 


each. The authors having consented 
to the amalgamation, appointed Mr. 
Harvey Fisk to perform the work. 


On the system of limited lessons, 
the preface has the following remarks. 


It prescribes the same lesson for a 


whole school, and defines its extent | 


within such moderate limits, that a 
child of common capacity, who can 
read, may commit it to memory with 
ease. The plan aims, especially, to 
secure some true and right understand- 
ing of the scripture that is studied. 
For this end, it requires the teachers 
to make use of simple and various ques- 
tions to their scholars, in relation to 
the matter of each lesson; questions 
suited to compel attention to every 
minute point, to excite and draw forth 
thought, and to awaken the moral sen- 
sibility of the heart. 

We particularly recommend to all 
who use this book to read attentively 
the “Explanations” on the seventh 
and eighth pages. They will find there 
hints of great importance. 

This work is now stereotyped, but 
should any errors be discovered, they 
will be immediately corrected on being 
pointed out, and the Committee of 
Publication are desirous to have the 
benefit of such hints as may render 


the book still more perfect. 





CANNONSBURGH, PA. 
We have a letter from Mr. James 
W. Philips, which gives a very inter- 
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esting account of a school of fifty or | 


sixty scholars at this place, and attri- 
butes much of their recent success, 
and the interest the teachers have been 
enabled to excite, to the introduction 
of the selected lessons, and the library. 
We shall extract a few words on this 
point, worthy the attention of all teach- 
ers. 


We calculate much on the influ- 
ence of our library. It is yet quite 


small, containing about 150 volumes, 
Vor. VIL—8 
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allof a religious nature—such as may 
be read with propriety on the 
sacred Sabbath of God, It is our in- 
tention to suffer no book of a different 
character to have a place upon the 
shelves of our library. : 

I cannot omit mentioning, that since 
last winter we have held our 8. S Con- 
cert prayer meetings publicly. Pre- 
vious to this, these meetings were held 

rivately by the teachers. Now we 
invite all, and particularly the scholars 
and their parents. Our meetings are 
well attended and are interesting. We 
have been thinking of taking up a 
collection at these meetings for the 
fund, to support agents in the service 
of the parent society. We have not 
as yet made any movement towards 
this, as there are so many calls upon 
us for contributions to religious soci- 
eties, and there having been several 
calls lately in behalf of the Sunday- 


school. 

We hope this suggestion will not be 
lost sight of. We must indeed urge 
this subject on the attention of our 
auxiliaries, as a source to which we must 
look for the means of carrying for- 
ward this branch of our operations, 





‘6 PATAL EFFECTS OF ARDENT SPIRITS.’’ 


An instance of the usefulness of the 
tract bearing this title, has been men- 
tioned to us by a highly respectable 
correspondent, which we extract from 
his letter. 


A respectable farmer, residing in 
this county, has taken a particular 
fancy to the tract, and is exceedingly 
desirous of spreading it among 
German neighbours—he says he was 
in the practice of reading Gates’s Re- 
former; and, before he saw tracts, was 
much prejudiced against them. Duri 
last summer, he accidentally cant with 
some tracts, and was hi deli 
particularly with the ra Freee — 
tioned; and he remarked, that he was 
more benefited by reading one tract, 
than by many numbers of Gates’s pub- 
lication. His eyes have been complete. 
ly opened, and he is now the warm 
riend of tracts. 
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SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FIRST 
DIRECTOR OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL OF 
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, WORTHINGTON, 
OHIO; READ AT THE ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE SOCIETY, ON EASTER MONDAY, 
APRIL 7TH, 1828. 


It isseveral months since this report 
came to hand, and we did not reccive 
it until a long time after its date. It 
was mislaid, and not found till we had 
sent our last number to the press. The 
report is too long for our limits, em- 
bracing thirteen very closely written 
pages of foolscap; but there are several 
subjects discussed, some of which we 
shall quote under as many distinct 
heads, and without any connexion, 
designating them with the initials 
“Tm ww.” 

We would first remark, that the re- 
port is introduced with some sensible 
observations on the usefulness of an- 
nual meetings and reports of Sunday- 
school societies. The present flou- 
rishing condition of the school is next 
noticed, and the numbers stated to be 
1 director, 19 teachers, and 201 scho- 
lars. ‘* The progress of the scholars 
and good effects of the school’ next 
pass under review, and are distin- 
guished by those ordinary effects 
which follow the labours of punctual 
and diligent teachers. 





LIBRARY AND DONATIONS, 


Our library has continued to exert 
its valuable influences over our scho- 
lars and their parents; and many have 
by this means been furnished with 
wholesome and instructive reading, 
who might otherwise have passed those 
hours, which have now been spent in 
reading to their families, in the haunts 
of idleness and dissipation. In conse- 
quence of the pious munificence of 
several persons in the city of New 
York, it has been considerably aug- 
mented since our last annual meeting. 
Through the favourable mention of 
our school, by our late valued and esti- 











mable citizens, Capt. and his lady, 
when in New York, to an excellent 
and eminently benevolent lady of that 
city, Mrs. , She presented us last 
summer a handsomely bound set of 
the valuable tracts of the American 
Tract Society; and last fall forwarded 
us an additional package, containing 
quite a large collection of small books, 
pamphlets, and tracts, and several 
Testaments, Bibles, &c.; the greater 
part of which she had collected for 
that purpose, from the Sunday-school 
children attached to the schools of 
Cedar-street Church, in that city. 
Previous to the receipt of these, we 
had received a similar packet from 
some of the teachers and pupils at- 
tached to the school of St. George’s 
Church, in the same city. 

Were there no other benefits ac- 
cruing to society from the institution 
of Sunday-schools, than such speci- 
mens of disinterested benevolence as 
these, they would unquestionably be 
presented to our view and acceptance 
in an extremely interesting light. 
While lisping infancy thus become 
missionaries in the cause of Christ, 
and by the spread and diffusion of 
their little books and tracts, instrumen- 
tal in extending the glad tiding of sal- 
vation to thousands who are sitting in 
a and darkness, it must, at 
the same time, be productive of the 
most salutary and humanizing influ- 
ences on the hearts and affections of 
the little donors.--The principles of 
active charity being thus early instilled 
into their tender and _ susceptible 
minds, will expand and unfold them- 
selves, as they advance to years of 
maturity, and render them eminently 
qualified for becoming useful and con- 
spicuous members of the various re- 
ligious and benevolent societies of the 
day. Instead of expending their few 
pence on the toys and rattles of child- 
hood, they are now appropriated to the 
purchase of the Holy Scriptures, and 
other religious and instructive works, 
which are sent either to the Western 
forests, or to the Pagans of India. Sure- 
ly such examples as these, must put the 
cold-hearted, calculating, parsimonious 
Christian to the blush, who hesitates 
to give of his abundance one dollar in 
furtherance of these glorious objects, 
or even in alleviation of the distresses 
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of suffering humanity. Nor should it 
teach a less instructive lesson to the 
indolent and inactive, who are satisfied 
to sit down, and hug themselves in 
their own fancied security, while out 
of the mouth of very babes and suck- 
lings, is the strength of the Lord pro- 
claimed. 

By means of the liberality of our dis- 
tant friends and our own scanty re- 
sources, we have been enabled to pre- 
sent our pupils 3 Bibles, 15 New Tes- 
taments, 24 Prayer Books, and about 30 
books of different kinds and sizes; be- 
sides a large number of tracts, which 
have been distributed _ principally 
among families. We have also present- 
ed one Bible to an individual not a 
member of the school, who expressed 
an anxious desire to have one, but was 
unable to purchase; nor had he had a 
Bible, as he stated, in his family for 
three or four years. 

We have likewise lent 18 New Tes- 
taments to different pupils for learning 
their lessons; many of whose parents, 
and of those to whom we have pre- 
sented Testaments and Prayer Books, 
are unable to purchase them for the 
use of their children. I. N. W. 








MONTHLY MEETINGS FOR TEACHERS. 


The objects of these monthly meet- 
ings were prayer to God for a blessing 
on our labours, and the mutual im- 
provement of ourselves in the inter- 
esting and important employment of 
Sunday-school teaching. They were 
opened and closed with prayer and 
singing. The other exercises em- 
braced the reading of the most ap- 
proved authors and communications 
on the nature and objects of Sunday- 
schools, the best systems of instruction 
and management of them, their rise, 
progress, and present state of im- 
provement in various parts of the 
world, and the valuable effects flow- 
ing from their establishment, not only 
to the youth taught in them, but to 
teachers and society at large. Each 
teacher was at liberty to express his 
sentiments on the various topics 
which arose, either from the com- 
munications read, or the discussions in- 
troduced ; and to state any incidents 
which may have transpired in connex- 
ion with his own class. 











Lord. 


It was our design, by divine permis- 
sion, to have the meetings conducted 
in systematic form, and to comprise an 
entire course of instruction; commenc- 
ing at the most incipient s, and 
advancing by regular gradations, to 
the most improved and extended sys- 
tems. Sunday-schools being professed- 
ly instituted for religious instruction, 
and the promotion of habits of piety 
and morality, it would appear unseem- 
ly in teachers, not to set apart some 
fixed time for imploring the blessing 
of God on their endeavours to train up 
the youth confided to their care in 
the nurture and admonition of the 
Without his aids no school can 
expect to flourish long, nor can any 
valuable fruits spring from it. 

I. N. W. 


| IMPORTANCE OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACH- 





ERS’ VISITATIONS, 


We consider the visitations of Sun- 
day-school teachers as inseparably 
blended with the success and exten- 
sive utility of Sunday-schools. They 
afford teachers numberless opportu- 
nities to impress on the. minds of pa- 
rents the aim and value of these 
schools, the transcendent importance 
of giving their children a virtuous and 
religious education, early accustoming 
them to an attendance on places of 
public worship, and of bringing them 
up to habits of piety and devotion. 
They also furnish them an m Lae « 
of removing any little objections whi 
some parents may entertain to sending 
their children to Sunday-schools; of 
awakening those who are careless and 
inattentive to the eternal welfare of 


their offspring; and of setting before 


them the alarming sin which they are 
incurring, by bringing them up in idle- 
ness, ignorance, and irreligion. By this 


_ means ateacher may obtaina minute his- 


tory ofthe characterand habits of the pa- 
rents of his pupils; which will be found 
essentially necessary to render his in- 
structions effective, and give them that 
turn and bearing which their situation 


in life demands.—Are their parents 


indolent, immoral, and dissipated’—he 


_ has presented him an opportunity, in 


the course of his instructions, without 
offering any offence, or making any 
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personal allusions, either of which 
would be extremely reprehensible,— 
of imprinting on the youthful and sus- 
ceptible minds of his pupils, motives 
to industry, morality, and temperance. 
Are they habituated to profane swear- 
ing and uttering falsehoods’—he 
should carly make it his aim to con- 
vince them of the turpitude of these 
sins, and endeavour to strengthen their 


minds against their pernicious influ- | 
Are they in the practice of | 


ences. 
contemning the Christian religion, and 
ros the holy Sabbath’—he is 

etter enabled gradually to instruct 
them in the truths of the one, and im- 
perceptibly to lead them to an observ- 
ance and reverence of the other; and, 
by divine assistance, he may produce 
in their hearts a conviction, that their 
happiness and usefulness in this life, 
and their felicity in a future state of 
existence, depend upon them both. 
By being apprised of the peculiar trials 
and temptations to which each of his 
pupils is exposed, he is better quali- 
fied to select such books and tracts for 
their reading, as will have a more inti- 
mate reference to those points. Every 
Sunday-school teacher should furnish 
himself with a collection of tracts for 
his visitations, from which he should 
select such as he may consider more 
particularly applicable to the situation 
of the families, and either lend or give 
them. 


We have been the more minute in. 


our observations on this subject, from 
a full conviction of its vital connexion 
with the prosperity and efficiency of 
Dettepodnde and that our own has 
sustained essential injury from our in- 
ability to attend to it. I. N. W. 





SELECTED LESSONS AND THEIR VALUE. 


This is the next subject discussed 
in Mr. Whiting’s report, at great length; 
but our pages have been so frequently 
occupied with this subject, that our ex- 
tracts shall be short. 


The first object of the Sunday-school 
teacher should be to command the 
attention of his pupils, to enlist their 
affections, to fix their minds on their 
studies, lead them into a train of re- 














flection and investigation, endeavour, 
by an humble reliance on divine grace, 
to enforce on their hearts and con- 
sciences, with kindness and solemnity, 
the purity and spirituality of the com- 
mandments of God, and to produce an 
habitual observance of them in their 
life and conversation. 

In order to make any advancement 
towards the achievement of these, 
much time and patience will be re- 
quired. He must employ various ex- 
pedients, present the same subject in 
various lights, and illustrate his obser- 
vations by the most familiar and at- 
tractive examples. This isa part of 
a Sunday-school teacher’s duty, of deep 
importance, and perhaps there is no 
one in which he will be more likely to 
prove deficient. Extremely few are 
the youth in these schools, who feel 
the necessity of pausing to inquire 
whether they understand what they 
are committing or have been required 
to study. If they can succeed in me- 
morizing a large number of verses, 
and in reciting them with tolerable fa- 
cility, they have reached their highest 
aim. For a child to be able to say, 
“{ have recited so many verses to 
day,” presents a charm to him highly 
captivating, and which nothing can 
dispel and counteract, but a resort to 
measures equally powerful and allu- 
ring. These, we imagine, will be 
found efficaciously afforded in the im- 
proved mode; and which will also im- 
part a zest and animation to Sunday- 
school instruction, that could not pos- 
sibly be realized under former systems. 
Do we desire to arouse the dormant, 
excite to diligence, and call into active 
operation the perceptive faculties of 
our pupils’—in what mode can we 
more successfully succeed, than in that 
which assigns to each pupil the same 
lesson, requires him to answer the 


| same questions, and to give the same 


explanations. To those who are but 
slightly conversant with the education 
of children, it will be superfluous for 
us to dilate on the enlivening effects 
this mode seldom fails to produce. 
Being apprised that they will be re- 
quired to undergo the regular exami- 
nations, the pupils will be induced 
to seek information from different 
sources; to reflect much upon the sub- 
jects, and to arrange their answers 
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under their proper heads. Such a 
procedure would be productive of 


method and reflection, and early im- | 


ress upon their minds principles and 
habits, which would prove highly 
beneficial in all the multifarious pur- 
suits of subsequent life. 

Every system of instruction should 
be of that character, and so arranged 
and modified, as to produce the most 
practical moral good in the shortest 
space of time. And this is gers | 
desirable in Sunday-schools, in whic! 
the time appropriated to teaching is 
necessarily exceedingly limited, and 
recurring only once in a week, the aim 
of all the instructions should be, to 
produce the most vivid and permanent 
impressions. I. N. W. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL COMMENTARY ON THE | 


BIBLE. 


It is much to be regretted, that there 
isnot some Commentary suitably adapt- 
ed to the special business of Sunday- 
school teaching. All the best and most 
valuable expositories now extant, are 
so voluminous and expensive, as to 
render them inaccessible to a vast pro- 
portion of the most active and efficient 
teachers. Perhaps the friends of Sun- 
day-schools, competent to the under- 


taking, could not render a more essen- '| who had been committed to 


_acriminal. At Botany-Bay, t 


tial service to the cause, than by the 
publication of a work, embracing clear 
and concise commentaries on the fun- 
damental doctrines of the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, freed from all scholastic learning 
and theological disquisitions, and which 
could be afforded at such prices, as to 
place a copy in the library of every 
school, and in the hands of every 
teacher. I. N. W. 


EPFLECTS OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


We cannot forbear noticing some 
few of the more prominent and dis- 
tinguished results. And that which 
stands most conspicuous in the cata- 
logue of achievements, is the birth of 
an Institution which is the glory and 
praise of the present age, the British 
and Foreign Bible Society; a society 
which has, since its institution, issued 
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2,095,245 Bibles and 3,144,383 Testa- 
ments, and translated and published 


the scriptures, either entire ho! en 
in 147 different languages dia- 
lects. Perhaps we should not be going 
too far, were we to say, that Sunday- 
schools have, by increasing the demand 
for tracts and books of various kinds, 
and turning the attention of thousands 
to the importance of Christianity, been, 
under God, mainly instrumental in 
producing very many of the numerous 
societies, which so conspicuously 
adorn the time in which we live. 

In a political point of view, they ap- 
peal to the statesman, philanthropist, 
and Christian. Stephen, in his pam- 
phlet on the state of Ireland, observes, 
*“‘that though it is estimated that 
twenty-one to a thousand of the com- 
mon Irish become the victims of crimi- 
nal justice, not one of the 150,000 
educated in these schools, has ever 
been arraigned for any crime.” In 
1815 it was stated before a committee 
of the English House of Commons, by 
persons who had been extensively en- 
gaged in Sunday-schools, ‘that they 
had never known one of their pupils 
become a common be - Mr. 
Raikes, the founder of these schools, 
stated, “that during 20 years, among 


| 3000 persons who had been instructed 


in them, he had heard, after strict in- 

quiry and diligent search, of but one 

ene as 
e 


_ receptacle of the most henbeatl and 


profligate of the English nation, 
General McQuainc, the Governor, de- 
clares, ‘*that in consequence of the 
establishment of Sunday-schools, only 
one of the children of the convicts, du- 


' ring the whole of his administration, 


had been convicted of a —_ offence. 
In some of the counties of Wales, in 
which these schools are established to 


|| a very great extent, it is reported, 


| 
| 
| 





that “the prison doors stand open.”” 
The Rev. Mr. Dwight, of Boston, who 
has visited a large number of the pri- 
sons in the United States, says, “he 
has not heard of a child belonging to 
a Sunday-school, who has been con- 
fined by public authority.” These 


are facts which speak for themselves 
they require no comment. : 
Isaac Newton Waitrne, 
First Director. 
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A GOOD RESOLUTION. 


At a meeting of the managers of the 


Union, held on the 11th of November, | 


the committee to whom was referred 


the resolutions of the delegates, re- — 
ported, ‘*that the Ist, 2d, and 3d re- | 


solutions be presented to the consider- 
ation of the auxiliaries of this society, 


in the Sunday-School Magazine, and | 


by the Corresponding Secretary in his 
correspondence, and by such other 
means of communication as he may be 


able to use.” The first resolution is 
as follows: 


“Resolved—That they [the dele- 
gates] will urge upon the societies 
which they represent, always to send 
remittances of money for the books 
which they order from the Depository 
of the Union, at the time of sending 
the order; and they recommend, and 


they hereby do most earnestly recom- | 
mend, that all the auxiliaries pursue, | 
as far as practicable, the same course.” | 


This we considered, at the time it | 
was offered and unanimously passed, a _ 


most important resolution; and, after 


the lapse of three quarters of a year, || 


we think it none the less so. 


On the 31st of December last, there | 


was due the American Sunday-School | 


Union, from auxiliaries, individuals, 


and depositories, (chiefly from the | 


former,) $24,258 33. The balance 
in the treasury at that date was only 
1452 37; and the amount of bills to 
be paidin January, was $7512 37. To 
meet these bills, members of the 
board were obliged to furnish the 
money, although several of them had 
already advanced large sums, and one 
to the amount of more than twenty 
thousand dollars: and this they have 
been willing to do, rather than suffer 
the Union to limit the sphere of its 
labours and usefulness. 








This institution belongs to the Chris- 
tian public, and to it the board must 
and do look for the means to carry for- 
ward the great work which the friends 
of the Union have assigned them, viz. 
**to plant a Sabbath-school wherever 
there is a population.”” This work is 
scarcely begun. Of the fwo millions 
of children in these United States, 
who are to receive the benefits of this 
institution, not more than three hun- 
dred thousand have yet been brought 
within its pale, or shared its hallowed 
influence. When we look back on 
what Sabbath-schools have achieved 
under the divine blessing—how they 
have instructed the ignorant, restrain- 
ed the froward, encouraged the timid, 
made strong the weak, arrested the 
careless, reproved the profane, stopped 
the Sabbath breaker, aroused the 
sluggard, encouraged the industrious, 
and, above all, brought thousands 
savingly to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ, many of whom have already 
gone to their reward,—how can we 
longer delay giving our best efforts to 
support the institution which carries 


| along with it so many blessings? 


But it is to the auxiliary societies, 
particularly, we now have a word to 
say, and we shall be brief. We re- 
commend that the managers of each 
auxiliary make this resolution their 
own, by having it brought forward at 
their meetings, considered, and if ap- 
proved, let it be adopted and acted 
upon. It will greatly aid the cause in 
which we are all co-workers together, 
and the parent society will have less 
difficulty in carrying forward their 
present important plans. 

Nothing is demanded from the 
auxiliaries in the shape of donations, 
but we hope the year 1829 will not 
pass away without their becoming 
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auxiliary in this respect also. But 
should they, one and all, act up to the 
spirit of the resolution, which we un- 
hesitatingly pronounce a “ good” one, 
we shall be greatly aided in our work. 





CONCERT COLLECTIONS. 


The second resolution passed by the 
Delegates at our anniversary last year, 
was the following: 

“Resolved—That each member of 
this Delegation will exert his influence 
to have collections made at the month- 
ly Sabbath-school Concert, in the 
Union to which he belongs, for the 
promotion of the cause of Sabbath- 
schools.” 

This is a subject which has not re- 
ceived general attention. The whole 
amount of collections taken up, which 
has come into the treasury of the Mis- 
sionary Fund of the Parent Society, is 
not $100 per annum. It is true, the 
Delegates did not recommend that 
the concert collections should be ap- 
plied to this object; nor did they 





specify any particular branch ofexpen- | 
diture to which they would recommend | 
such funds should be applied. But | 
in what way can these collections be 
better expended than in the employ- 
ment of agents, qualified for their work, 
to visit those parts of the country and 
organize Sabbath-schools? 
Contemplate the waste places, the 
hundreds of counties in which no Sun- 
day school has yet been established; the 
thousands of villages and neighbour- 
hoods sunk in ignorance and degrada- | 
tion, which might be renovated by col- 
lecting and instructing the children on 
the Sabbath in the principles of the 
Bible—places where now the name of | 
God is taken in vain by lisping infancy, | 
where the Sabbath is profaned, where | 








ers 
intemperance has its sway, and where 
the children follow the multitude to do 
evil, ‘‘and sin as it were with a cart- 
rope.”” Is there any other method by 
which these portions of our territory 
can be induced to recommend the 
work of Sabbath-schools’ We answer 
no. Sunday-school missionaries must 
be employed, and can there be a more 
pleasing act of benevolence than ma- 
king an offering to the Lord on these 
occasions, when ‘‘tens of thousands” 
are lifting up their prayers to God for 
his blessing on Sunday-schools, in 
sweet concert’ Andcan there beamore 
suitable devotion of these holy offer- 
ings, than making them instrumental 
of reclaiming the ‘‘ waste places?”? 





SEAMEN. 


It was urged on our attention at the 
last anniversary by the delegates, that 
something should be done by the pa- 
rent society to secure the establish- 
ment of Sabbath-schools for adult sea- 
men belonging to all the sea ports of 
our country; and we would respect- 
fully call the attention of our brethren 
who are engaged in the more direct 
efforts for the benefit of sailors, to this 
important subject. There is some 
time which sailors can find while at sea 
for mental improvement, which might 
well be employed by those off duty in 
the social study of the Bible. But it 
is while seamen are on shore that we 
must press them into this service, and 
we hope our ‘‘ Port” and “ Bethel” 
brethren will inform us what is doing 
in this way for seamen, and let us 
know how we may “ give them a lift.” 





FIFTH ANNIVERSARY. 
The fifth anniversary of the Ameri- 
can Sunday-School Union will be cele- 
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Moneys Received. February. 
brated in the city of Philadelphia on || Wm. Dearing, Esq. do. do. 10 00 
Tuesday the 26th of May 1829, at || Gove stone, Eg. do so eon 
4 o’clock in the afternoon. A more || William Jones,do. do. 3 00 


particular notice will be given in our 
next. 





AUXILIARY, 
Recognised at a stated meeting of the 
Board. 


Presbyterian S. S. of Germantown, Pa.; Rev. 
James Moorse, 

MONEYS received by the American Sunday- 
School Union, from December 21st, 1828, to 
January 20th, 1829, inclusive. 

I. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
u 


Rey. Jacob Sears, Pastor of the Re- 
formed Dutch Ch. Spring Garden; 


by ladies of his Congregation; $30 00 
Rev. John Cole, of Virginia; by ladies 

of St. Andrews Ch. Philadelphia, 30 00 
Rev. Jesse Mereer, Washington, Geo. 

by the ladies of his Ch. and Congrega- 

tion, per Rev. J. E. Welch, 30 00 


Il. OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of we dollars and 
u 


Mary Ann Saunders, per Wm. H. Rich- 


ards, $30 00 
E. Ellsworth, N. York, per Rev. G. 

Boyd, 30 00 
R. Gosman, Red Hook, per Rev. G. 

Boyd, 30 00 
S. Austin, Brooklyn, per Rev. G. 

Boyd, 30 00 
Samuel F. Bradford, per Sol. Allen, 30 00 
Dr. Wm. H. Turpin, Augusta, Geo. per 

Rev. J. E. Welch, 30 00 


Ill. aNNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 


By the payment of three dollars and 
u . 


Miss Sparhawk, 1829, $3 00 
Rev. Charles W. Nassau, 3 00 
Anne M. Steringer, 3 00 
C. D. Meigs, M. D., 1828-9, 600 
Wm. Ritehie, 1827-8, 6 00 
Wm. Alexander, 1829, 3 00 
Wm. Yarborough, Columbia Co. Geo. 3 00 
Mark A. Lane, Washington, Geo. 1829, 3 00 
S. Barnett, do. 3 00 
John H. Pope, do. 3 00 
John R. Anderson, do. 3 00 
IV. ponaTIONs, 
To the General Fund. 
Joseph Maybin, #5 00 
Wm. H. Pope, of Washington, Geo. per 
Rev. J. E. Welch, 


20 00 | 








V. Psat a FUND. 
scrip tions to constitute 


Initiat 
the Vallovoing Sot Societies Auxiliary. 


Pres. S. S. Germantown, Pa., $3 00 
Westmoreland Co. Pa. S. S. Union, 3 00 
DONATIONS. 

Philadelphia S. S. Concert of Prayer, 
for January, 1829, of which $1 31 
was from the First Presbyterian Ch. 
S. S., S7 63 


VI. FROM AUXILIARY SOCIETIES, 


And from ae in payment for 


Alexandria, D. C., S. S. Union, $55 12 
Burlington S. S. N. J. 179 
Boonsboro’, Md., S. S$. per James Brown, 10 00 
Cooperstown, S. S. 118 
Claiborne, Alabama, S.S. per J. Hadden, 50 00 
Cincinnati, Ohio, per Drake & Conklin, 250 00 


Easton, Pa., per Jas. M. Howell, 13 50 
Gettysburg, Pa., per Mr. Horner, 17 00 
Georgia, S. S. Union, per J. Barry, 76 00 


Hagerstown, Md. per W. C. Thompson, 40 00 
Lancaster Co. S. S. Union, per Jane W. 


Miller, 5 00 
Louisville, Ky. S. S. per Wm. Mix, 45 00 
Massachusetts State Suniday-school 

Union, 734 58 
Millwood, Va., per Rev. Wm. Meade, 200 00 
Milton, Pa. per Rev. G. Junkin, 10 00 
Norfolk, per D. G. Fisk, 84 80 


New-York Depository, per A. W. Corey, 1500 00 
Philadelphia. 
First Baptist S. S. 9 4 
Sixth Pres. Ch. S. S. 8 73 
St. John’s Ch. Race Street, 15 10 
Seventh Pres. Ch. S. S. male, 50 
St. John’s Epis. N. L. 7 26 
Bethlehem S. S. No. 2. 11 50 
St. John’s Epis. male, 3 32 
Mariners’ Ch. S. S. 8 09 
Combined S. S. 6 00 
Trinity Ch. S. S. 10 65 
U.S. S. A. N. L. 51 45 
Union Methodist, S. S, 10 12 
Fifth Presbyterian Ch. S. S. 24 32 
First Presbyterian, Kensington, 15 41 
St. George’s Methodist S. S. 57 00 
Rose St. Kensington, 277 
Second Baptist, 975 
Third Presbyterian Female S. S. 1 53 
St. Paul’s Ch. Male S. S. 20 00 
Pittsburg, Pa., per L. Loomis, 25 00 
Petersburg, per A. S. Holderby, 25 00 
Somerville, N. J., per A. Howell, 110 00 
Tuckerton S. S. 2 00 
Vergennes, Vt., per W. R. Bixby, 100 00 
York, Pa., per Dr. Cathcart, 9 00 
Sales to individuals and schools not 
particularised by the purchasers, in 
the city and elsewhere, 716 24 











